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First  Black  Woman  Executed  in  46  Years 


Andre  Jean-Francois 
Onyx  Staff 

Wanda  Jean  Allen,  age  4 1 ,  whose 
name  is  not  known  to  many,  will 
forever  be  placed  in  the  history 
books.  However,  what  Allen  will 
be  known  for  is  nothing  anyone 
would  ever  cherish.  Earlier  last 
inonlli.  Alien  became  the  first  black 
woman  to  be  executed  in  the 
United  States  since  1954.  Allen 
was  sentenced  to  death  afler  being 
found  guilty  of  killing  her  lesbian 
lover,  Gloria  Leathers,  whom  she 
met  in  prison,  in  an  apparent  argu- 
ment outside  a  police  station  in  Okla- 
homa City,  Oklahoma  in  1988.  At  the 
time  of  Leather's  murder,  Allen  was 
already  serving  an  earlier  manslaugh- 


ter conviction,  for  fatally  shooting  child- 
hood friend  Dedra  Pettus  in  1981. 

During  the  1970's  Allen  took  an  IQ 
lest  in  which  she  scored  a  69.  Accord- 


ing to  her  attorneys  and  death  pen- 
alty opponents,  they  feel  the  results 
of  her  IQ  test  placed  her  in  the  area 
of  mental  retardation.  Which  is  why 
lier  defenders  believed  that  her  life 
should  have  been  saved  because  she 
is  legally  considered  being  border- 
line retarded. 

In  the  time  leading  up  to  Allen's  ex- 
ecution Gov.  Frank  Keating  of  Okla- 
homa, had  denied  a  last  minute  re- 
quest for  a  30-day  slay,  which  cleared 
the  way  for  her  execution.  Gov. 
Keating  is  notably  known  as  a  sup- 
porter of  the  death  penalty.  In  a  re- 
cent interview  with  CNN  Keating 
was  quoted  as  saying,  "I  do  support 
capital  punisliment  for  premeditated 
killings." 

Prior  to  Allen's  last  days,  she  had 
received  the  support  of  death  penalty 

See  Executed  pg  3 
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By  Kyisha  Brooks 
Onyx  Staff 

This  year's  election  was  one  of 
heavy  debate  down  to  the  last  day. 
America  was  eager  to  hear  who 
their  new  President  was  as  each 
state's  electoral  votes  came  upon 
the  screen.  New  York-Al  Gore, 
Massachusetts-Al  Gore,  Texas- 
George  W.  Bush,  and  so  on.  Florida 
lit  up  and  Al  Gore  was  in  the  lead 
with  electoral  votes.  Minutes  later 
Florida  lit  up  for  Bush  and  Gore 
was  down  but  at  the  end  of  the  day 
America  still  had  no  president.  Yet, 
two  days  later  after  controversy 
over  the  ballots,  George  W.  Bush 
seemed  to  claim  the  votes  in 
Florida  and  win  presidency.  Ai 
Gore  demanded  a  recount;  the 
courts  in  Florida  approved  it  and  a 
hand  count  as  well  as  an  electronic 
recount  occurred.  Due  to  confusion 
over  the  ballots  3,000  votes  were 
thrown  out,  raping  the  accountabil- 
ity of  equal  voice  from  those  3,000 
voters  and  resulting  with  a  son  of 


Electoral  Joke 

a  Bush  as  our  new  president. 

On  January  20,  2001  George  W. 
Bush  was  sworn  into  office.  Bush 
started  right  away  with  his  plans  to 
change  the  nation.  On  the  anniver- 
sary of  Roe  vs.  Wade,  which  was 
January  22,  2001  Bush  imposed  a 
ban  on  federal  funds  for  interna- 
tional family  plan- 
ning groups  that 
performed  or  ac- 
tively promoted 
abortions.  On  Tues- 
day January  23, 
2001  Bush  unveiled 
his  education  plan 
dealing  with 
"vouchers". 

During  Bill 
Clinton's  reign  In 
office  he  fought  for 
women's  rights  to 
choose.  In  1993 
Clinton  removed  restrictions  on 
funding  for  international  family 
planning  and  ordered  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  (FDA)  to  pro- 


mote the  study  of  RU-486,  the  pill 
that  terminates  early  pregnancies. 
Our  house  of  Congress  is  at  odds. 
Republican  aids  plan  on  introduc- 
ing legislation  that  would  make  it 
harder  for  doctors  to  provide  the 
abortion  pill  to  women  while 
Democratic  representatives  plan 
to  introduce  legislation 
to  restore  funding  fed- 
eral funds  to  interna- 
tional family  planning 
groups  that  support  abor- 
tion. 

When  unveiling  the 
education  plan  to  Con- 
gress, Bush  avoided  the 
word  "Vouchers"  and 
used  accountability. 
Bush  plans  to  put  money 
into  the  public  school 
system  but  under  spe- 
cific terms  that  may  not 
guarantee  the  retention  of  that  aid. 
If  the  children's  grades  do  not 
improve  the  next  year  partial  ftind- 

See  Electoral  Joke  pg  3 


Source:  CaribNews 

A  controversial  decision  by  Barba- 
dos' Minister  of  Health,  Phillip 
Goddard  to  distribute  condoms  to  in- 
mates at  the  islands  lone  penal  insti- 
tution, Glendairy  Prison,  by  year-end 
has  been  met  with  much  criticism. 

The  announcement  came  after  a 
cabinet  decision  was  made  to  go 
ahead  with  the  arrangement.  Goddard 
said  that  a  system  would  be  put  in 
place  to  distribute  the  condoms.  He 
however  declined  to  outline  the 
method  to  be  used. 

The  Minister's  assurance  that  con- 
dom distribution  will  commence  by 


No  Condoms  in  Jail 

the  end  of  November,  or  definitely  by 
some  lime  in  December  has  caused 
much  debate  in  Barbados. 

This  directive  has  not  found  favour 
with  many  of  the  island's  key  institu- 
tions including  Acting  Superintendent 
of  the  Prison,  George  Clarke. 

Sujjcrintendent  Clarke  stated  that  he 
will  not  be  party  to  anything  that  is 
illegal.  The  prison  chief  said  that  there 
were  legal  implications  to  the  in- 
tended distribution  of  condoms  in  the 
prison.  He  stressed  that  whatever  the 
outcome,  he  intends  to  be  on  the  right 
side  of  the  law. 

Superintendent  Clarke  also  has  the 


support  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Glendairy  Prisons  board,  Major 
Laurence  Quintyne. 

The  chairman  has  stressed  that  the 
board  will  not  be  supporting  the  ini- 
tiative unless  the  laws  on  homosexu- 
ality are  changed.  "Homosexuality  is 
a  breach  of  the  law,"  he  said,  "you 
can't  ask  the  board,  superintendent  of 
prisons  or  the  prison  officers  to  con- 
done the  action. 

The  Major  also  described  the  situ- 
ation in  the  prisons  as  no  different 
from  that  in  any  village  in  Barbados, 
where  out  of  seven  or  eight  hundred 
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Naa-Solo  Tettey 
Onyx  Staff 

TifTiany  Eunick,  6-years-old,  was 
killed  by  her  12-year-old  playmate 
Lionel  Tate.  The  48-pound  Tiffiany 
died  after  the  1 701bs  Lionel  said  that 
he  killed  her  while  they  were  "play 
wrestling"  in  the  home  he  shared  with 
his  mother,  who  was  upstairs  sleep- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  incident.  Lionel 
stated  that  he  was  only  trying  to  imi- 
tate some  wrestling  moves  that  he  had 
seen  onTy  and  that  he  picked  Tiffiany 
up  and  accidentally  hit  her  head 
against  a  table.  However,  an  autopsy 
showed  that  Tiffiany  suffered  from  a 
fractured  skull,  broken  rib,  internal 
hemorrhaging  and  numerous  cuts  and 
bruises.  An  expert  for  the  prosecu- 
tion stated  that  the  injuries  were  com- 
parable to  falling  from  a  two  to  three 
story  building. 

On  January  25,  Lionel  Tate  ap- 
peared stunned  as  he  sat  in  a  Ft.  Lau- 
derdale courtroom  and  was  convicted 
of  first-degree  murder.  He  faces  a 
sentence  of  life  in  prison  with  out  the 
possibility  of  parole.  The  jury,  delib- 
erated for  only  three  hours  before 
reaching  their  verdict.  The  prosecu- 
tion used  a  Florida  child  abuse  law 
that  stated  that  the  jurors  did  not  have 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Lionel  mel 

ant  to  kill,  only  that  his  actions  were 
intentional  and  abusive. 

Lionel's  attorney,  Jim  Lewis,  argued 
that  this  particular  law  did  not  apply 
to  this  case.  He  tried  to  prove  that 
professional  wrestling  was  the  core 
issue  in  Tiffany's  death.  As  well  as, 
the  fact  that  Lionel  was  to  young  to 
understand  the  dynamics  of  wrestling, 
which  is  meant  for  entertainment,  but 
no  one  actually  gets  hurt.  However, 
the  prosecution  stated  that  the  inju- 
ries that  Tiffany  sustained  were  too 
severe  for  Lionel's  actions  to 
have  been  an  accident,  but  an  inten- 
tional beating  that  lead  to  her  death. 
The  prosecution  argued  that  Lionel 
wanted  to  killTifTiany  because  he  had 
a  crush  on  her  mother.  Tiffiany's 
mother,  who  testified  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, states  that  when  she  told  Lionel 
that  Tiffiany  was  dead,  he  just 
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No  Condoms,  from  pg  2 

men  a  percentage  would  be  found  lo 
be  homosexual. 

The  society's  religious  institutions 
have  also  spoken  out  against  the  deci- 
sion. Quoting  from  the  scriptures  Ro- 
mans chapter  one  verse,  27,  Pastor 


Garcia  Jarvis  of  the  Calvary  Pentecos- 
tal church  deems  Ihe  move  as  "un- 
godly". He  said  that  he  can  see  the 
practical  side  of  the  issue,  but  from  a 
spiritual  point  of  view  condoning  the 
distribution  of  condoms  in  prison  is 
"morally  and  legally  wrong."  He  said 
that  it  goes  against  everything  that  is 
taught  in  the  Bible,  where  a  man  leav- 
ing the  natural  use  of  the  woman  to 
go  to  a  man  is  condemned. 

It  can  also  be  noted  that  like  many 
other  penal  institutions  in  the  Carib- 
bean, inmates  at  Glendairy  Prison  are 
not  allow  conjugal  visits. 


Executed,  from  pg  2 


opponents  and  the  support  of  Rain- 
bow Push  Coalition  Chairman  and 
Civil  Rights  Activist  Reverend  lesse 
Jackson.  Jackson  was  arrested  with 
several  other  demonstrators  who  took 
part  in  a  rally  outside  the  Oklahoma 
Stale  Penitentiary  to  protest  the  ex- 
ecution of  Allen.  Jackson  was  charged 
with  a  misdemeanor  for  trespassing. 
Prior  to  being  arrested  Jackson  stated 
that  Allen  was  "mentally  challenged 
with  an  IQ  of  69  and  did  not  have  ad- 
equate legal  representation  during  her 
trial." 

Allen  was  executed  on  January  1 1, 
2001  and  pronounced  dead  ai9:21pm, 
after  receiving  a  lethal  dose  of  drugs. 
According  to  witnesses  viewing  ihe 
execution.  Allen  raised  her  head  and 
smiled,  prior  to  receiving  the  lethal 
injection.  A  tear  could  be  seen  in  the 
comer  of  her  eye  before  she  received 
the  lethal  dosage.  Another  witnesses 
from  inside  the  room,  stated  that 
Allen's  last  few  words  were,  "Father 
forgive  them... they  know  not  what 
they  do." 

Allen's  death  and  execution  marked 
the  first  time  a  black  woman  has  been 
executed  in  the  United  States  since  the 
execution  of  Betty  Butler  in  1954. 
Butler  was  convicted  of  murder  and 
executed  in  Ohio  in  1954.  Allen  also 
became  the  second  woman  executed 
in  Oklahoma  since  1903,  when  Dora 
Wright  was  placed  to  death,  as  well 
as  the  45*  women  who  had  been  ex- 
ecuted in  the  United  States  since  1 900. 

Allen  was  one  of  seven  inmates  on 
death  row  in  Oklahoma  who  died  in 
January  alone.  These  seven  execu- 
tions nearly  breaks  the  record  of  eight 
executions  in  one  month  by  Texas  in 
both  May  and  June  of  1997.  Okla- 
homa executed  all  of  II  people  in 
2000,which  ranked  them  second  of  all 
states  behind  Texas  who  executed  a 
United  States  record  of  40  inmates  in 
2000. 
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eyes.  Tiffiany's  mother  went  on  to 
testify  that  on  the  day  after  Tiffiany 
died,  Lionel  asked  her  if  he  could 
move  in  with  her. 

Lionel  Tate  is  believed  to  be  the 
youngest  person  in  Florida  history,  to 
be  convicted  of  homicide  in  an  adult 
court.  The  first-degree  murder  con- 
viction that  Lionel  was  given  carries 
a  mandator  sentence  of  life  in  prison 
without  the  possibility  of  parole. 
However,  Governor  Jeb  Bush  could 
grant  him  clemency  that  would  reduce 
the  sentence.  With  the  consent  of 
Lionel's  mother,  Lionel's  lawyer  had 
previously  denied  an  offer  from  the 
prosecution  for  Lionel  to  plead  guilty 
to  second-degree  murder.  This  plea 
would  have  sent  him  to  a  juvenile  fa- 
cility for  three  years,  followed  by  one 
year  of  house  arrest,  and  10  years  of 
probation.  Lionelfate's  sentencing 
is  scheduled  for  March  2. 
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ing  will  be  taken  away.  After  3 
years  If  failure  rates  do  not  im- 
prove federal  money  will  be  bro- 
ken apart  and  distributed  amongst 
the  parents  in  the  form  of  payment- 
or  vouchers  which  is  said  to  give 
the  parents  freedom  of  choice  to 
send  their  child  to  a  private  school 
or  more  successful  local  schools. 
Senator  Edward  Kennedy  of  Mas- 
sachusetts argues  that  this  plan 
would  drain  much  needed  funding 
from  already  struggling  public 
schools.  With  this  argument  in 
mind,  Bush  is  willing  to  listen  to 
Democrats  for  the  purpose  of 
strategizing  a  plan  to  hold  public 
schools  accountable  for  the  failure 
of  the  students.  Congress  is  using 
this  opportunity  to  "try"  to  give 
each  child  an  equal  chance  at  a 
good  education. 

Bush  is  an  extremist  right  wing 
Republican.  This  is  shown  in  his 
choice  of  cabinet,  which  all  hap- 
pen to  be  very  wealthy  million- 
aires. Health  and  Human  Services 
Secretary  designate  Tommy 
Thomson  holds  between  $15,000 
and  $50,000  in  stock  in  AOL, 
Time  Warner,  and  General  Elec- 
tric. Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment Secretary  designate  Mel 
Martinez  held  between  $250,000 
and  $500,000  in  Colonial  Banc 
Group  stock.  Secretary  of  state 
Colin  Powell  reported  at  least 
$24.5  million  in  assets. 

"Of  the  100  million  Americans 
who  don't  vote,  the  overwhelming 
numbers  are  lower  middle  class  or 
poor  who  think  government 
doesn't  represent  them."  Hope- 
fully since  Congress  is  split  50/50 
(Republicans  and  Democrats)  it 
will  be  harder  for  his  legislation 
to  be  passed  if  they  do  not  abide 
by  the  middle  lo  lower  class's  fa- 
vor. It  is  hard  to  say  how  much 
Bush  is  going  lo  affect  America. 
The  only  thing  America  can  do  is 
wait  and  see. 


Diallo  Murderers  Free 


By  Alithea  Casimir 
Onyx  Staff 

The  family  of  West  African  im- 
migrant. Amadou  Diallo,  along 
with  many  of  their  supporters,  had 
hoped  for  a  federal  civil  rights 
prosecution  of  the  four  officers 
charged  with  his  murder.  The  Jus- 
tice Department  announced  on 
Wednesday,  January  31,  that  it 
would  not  pursue  federal  civil 
rights  charges  against  the  New 
York  City  police  officers  that 
killed  Diallo  outside  his  Bronx 
apartment  two  years  ago.  The  four 
officers  were  cleared  of  murder 
and  other  charges  in  a  state  crimi- 
nal trial  last  year.  The  Diallo  fam- 
ily still  has  a  $61  million  civil  suit 
against  the  city,  their  last  legal  re- 
course     in      the  case. 

The  Diallo  family,  in  their  civil 
lawsuit,  claim  the  officers  used 
unnecessary  forces  to  deprive  their 
son  "his  right  to  life."  The  case 
also  charges  that  the  shooting  re- 
sulted from  racial  profiling  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Police  Department, 
including  stopping  and  frisking 
Black  males  without  justification. 
Federal  officials  concluded  they 
"could  not  prove  beyond  a  reason- 
able doubt  that  the  officers  will- 
fully deprived  Mr.  Diallo  of  his 
constitutional  right  to  be  fi"ee  from 
the  use  of  unreasonable  force." 
according  to  their  statement. 
Diallo,  22.  died  in  a  hail  of  41  bul- 
lets in  what  the  officers  all  testi- 
fied   was    a    tragic  error. 

The  officers  were  members  of 
the  NYPD's  Street  Crime  Unit  at 
the  time  of  the  shooting.  They 
were  driving  around  the  Bronx  in 
an  unmarked  car  and  wearing  plain 
clothes  when  the  shooting  oc- 
curred on  February  4. 1999.  Diallo 
was  shot  when  he  reached  for  his 


wallet  -^^at  the  officers  believed 
was  a  gm.  Diallo  was  Black,  and 
the  four  undercover  officers  were 
White.  Racial  tensions  were  aggra- 
vated after  this  event.  All  of  the 
officers  acquitted  last  year  -  Ken- 
neth Boss,  Sean  Carroll,  Edward 
McMeilon  and  Richard  Murphy  - 
remain  on  the  force.  The  claim  is 
they  were  searching  for  a  rape  sus- 
pect whey  they  stopped  Diallo 
outside      of     his  home. 

Acting  US  Attorney  General 
Eric  H.  Holder  Jr.  said  his  office 
agreed  with  the  findings  of  the  in- 
vestigation. "Our  thoughts  and 
prayers  go  out  to  the  members  of 
his  family  for  this  tragic  loss," 
Holder  said.  We  must  learn  from 
this  deeply  troubling  incident." 
"It's  a  decision  that's  right  on  the 
law  and  right  on  the  facts,"  com- 
mented Steven  Brounstein,  attor- 
ney for  Officer  Boss.  It  was  a 
tragic  accident... I'm  just  pleased 
that  the  decision  has  been  made. 

Robert  Conason,  attorney  lo  the 
victim's  mother,  Kadiatou  Diallo, 
sent  a  letter  to  Attorney  Holder 
blasting  Justice  Dep^ment  offi- 
cials. "The  seeming  lack  of  cour- 
age displayed  by  the  failure  lo  ei- 
ther seek  an  indictment  or  formally 
close  the  investigation  could  only 
be  taken... as  an  example  of  poli- 
tics as  its  worst,"  Conason  wrote. 

Shortly  after  Diallo's  death.  US 
Attorney  Mary  Jo  White,  an- 
nounced her  office  had  begun  civil 
rights  probe.  White's  office  is  also 
beginning  a  separate,  broader  in- 
vestigation in  the  police  training 
and  practices,  especially  by  the 
Street  Crime  Unit. 

{Excerpts:  Associated  Press  and 
New  York  Post) 


Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
Remembered 


by  Andre  Jean-Francois 
Onyx  Staff 

It  has  been  over  thirty  years 
since  the  death  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr., 
who  is  known  to 
many  as  one  of 
the  greatest  lead-  I, 
ers  of  the  Civil- 
Rights  era. 
Within  that  time 
Dr.  King  has  had 
numerous  honors 
in  his  recogni- 
tion. Many  of 
them  include  the 
Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  National 
Project  Founda- 
tion Inc.,  schools, 
academic  scholarships,  and  even 
a  national  holiday. 

On  November  12,  1996  a  fed- 
eral legislation  was  passed  to  ^ive 


honor  to  Dr.  King  with  yet  another 
national  memorial.  On  July  16, 
1998  President  Clinton  signed  a 
congressional  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  memorial  to  be  built  on  the 
National  Mall.  Clinton 
gave  way  for  the  Dr.  King 
Memorial  marker  in 
Washington  D.C.  on  the 
National  Mali.  This 
marker  signifies  the  first 
ever  marker  for  an  Afri- 
can-American and  the 
second  to  honor  an  indi- 
vidual who  was  not  presi- 
dent. 

The  movement  to  build 
this  marker  was  started 
almost  two  decades  ago. 
George  Sealey  a  member 
of  Alpha  Phi  Alpha  fra- 
ternity and  his  wife  Pauline  were 
talking  one  day  about  the  lack  of 
memorials  dedicated  to  African- 
Americans  in  Washington,  D.C.  in 


Education  is  our  passport  to  the 
future,  for  tomorrow  belongs  to 
the  people  who  prepare  for  it 
today. 

-El  Hajj  Malik  El-Shabazz 


Around  the  Globe 


UNITED  NATIONS  -The 
United  Nations'  Security  Council 
listened  on  January  26,  as  Liberia's 
foreign  minister  denied  allegations 
that  the  country's  president, 
Charles  Taylor  has  been  involved 
in  the  trafficking  of  diamonds  and 
arms  with  rebels  in  Sierra  Leone. 

The  Liberian  foreign  minis- 
ter, Monie  R.  Captan,  said  that 
Liberia  continues  "to  be  the  target 
of  grossly  unsubstantiated  allega- 
tions of  diamond  smuggling  and 
gun  running."  He  attempted  to  dis- 
credit the  evidence  brought  against 
Liberia,  which  was  compiled  by  a 
United  Nations  panel  that  has 
linked  President  Taylor  with  the 
swapping  of  arms  for  diamonds 
with  insurgent  groups  in  Sierra 
Leone. 

The  draft  resolution  calls  for 
a  new  arms  embargo  against 
Liberia,  a  ban  on  diamond  and  tim- 
ber exports,  and  limits  on  flights 
by  Liberian-registered  planes  and 
travel  abroad  by  Liberian  officials. 

Liberia  received  the  harshest 
criticism  from  Sierra  Leone  am- 
bassador, Ibrahim  Mbaba  Kamara 
who  asked,  "How  long  should  the 
identities  of  those  directly  and  ac- 
tively involved  in  blood-diamond 
and  illicit-arms  transactions  across 
our  borders  be  concealed  under  the 
cloak  of  African  brotherhood?" 

The  United  Nations  has 
banned  diamond  exports  by  rebels 
in  Sierra  Leone  and  Angola  in  an 
attempt  to  curb  their  ability  to  fi- 
nance two  of  Africa's  most  brutal 
conflicts.  Sierra  Leone  has  been 
engaged  in  a  nine-year  civil  war. 

GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS  - 
Nearly  150,000  gallons  of  bunker 
and  diesel  oil  spilled  into  the  wa- 
ters on  January  16.  off  the  coast 
of  Puerto  Baquerizo  Moreno,  one 
of  19  islands  in  the  Galapagos.  The 
boat  ran  aground  as  it  was  prepar- 
ing to  dock  near  the  island  located 
off  the  coast  of  Ecuador. 

Scientists  and  government 
officials  said  the  original  spill  has 
thinned  out  making  the  speed  of 
evaporation  much  faster  and  re- 
ducing the  extent  of  permanent 
damage  to  the  environment. 

The  Galapagos  Islands,  lo- 
cated in  the  Pacific  Ocean  were 


designated  a  world  heritage  site  by 
the  United  Nations  because  of  the 
unique  wildlife  found  in  the  area. 

(*)  COSTA  RICA  -A  Costa 
Rican  man  was  sentenced  to  70 
years  in  prison  on  January  25,  for 
killing  two  American  women  last 
March.  Alberto  Urbina  Cisneros  , 
1 9,  was  convicted  of  killing  Emily 
Eagen  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and 
Emily  Howell  of  Lexington,  Ky., 
both  were  19  years  old. 

The  crime  shocked  Costa 
Rica,  a  popular  tourist  and  retire- 
ment destination  with  a  reputation 
for  safety.  A  16-year-old  boy  was 
also  sentenced  in  connection  to  the 
murders,  and  officials  are  still  in 
search  of  a  third  suspect  who  is 
said  to  be  from  Nicaragua. 

(*)  UNITED  NATIONS  - 
According  to  a  report  pubhshed  by 
an  international  labor  group,  at 
least  500  million  new  jobs  will  be 
needed  over  the  next  ten  years  to 
accommodate  newcomers  joining 
the  work  market  and  to  help  reduce 
global  unemployment  in-half. 

The  report  released  on  Janu- 
ary 23.  was  compiled  by  the  Inter- 
national Labor  Office  -affiliated 
with  the  United  Nations-  and  said 
that  information  technology  will 
help  solve  the  problem.  In  con- 
tradiction, the  offices'  World  Em- 
ployment Report  2001  warned  that 
the  global  employment  situation 
remains  unequal  because  of  devel- 
oping countries  inadequate  access 
to  technology  and  education. 

The  report  estimates  that 
around  one-third  of  the  three  bil- 
lion potential  workers  in  the  world 
are  unemployed.  The  AIDS  epi- 
demic that  is  sweeping  across  sub- 
Saharan  Africa  is  expected  to  re- 
duce the  number  of  job  seekers 
there,  with  losses  high  among  pro- 
fessional and  other  skilled  work- 
ers. The  report  also  noted  that  the 
unemployment  rate  has  risen  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean, 
and  remains  high  in  Central  and 
Eastern  Europe,  the  Middle  East, 
and  Africa. 

SAN  SALVADOR,  EL  SAL- 
VADOR -An  earthquake  hit  the 
capital  city  of  San  Salvador  on 
January  13,  leaving  600  people 


killed  and  reports  of  4,000  people 
still  missing,  after  an  earthquake 
set  off  a  landslide  in  the  area. 

Most  of  the  damage  occurred 
in  Las  Colinas,  a  suburb  of  San 
Salvador,  leaving  the  community 
in  disarray. 

Officials  that  began  to  com- 
pile damage  reports  from  about  80 
percent  of  the  country  said  the 
quake  had  left  no  part  of  the  na- 
tion untouched.  After  shocks  con- 
tinued, some  of  which  measured 
at  magnitudes  of  5.4  or  more. 

Emergency  shelters  have 
been  set  up  in  health  clinics,  and 
rescuers  continued  to  comb  areas 
for  survivors  after  the  quake.  San 
Salvador  is  the  largest  city  in  El 
Salvador. 

(*)  NIGERIA  -On  January 
16,  after  much  international  pres- 
sure, an  Islamic  court  reduced  and 
postponed  the  flogging  scheduled 
for  January  27  of  a  17-year-old 
Muslim  girl.  The  girl  says  she  was 
pressured  by  her  father  to  have  sex 
with  three  men,  officials  said.  The 
girl  was  sentenced  to  180  lashes 
with  a  cane  in  September  of  which 
was  later  reduced  to  100  lashes. 

SUDAN  -Thousands  of  ci- 
vilians fled  rebel-held  areas  on 
January  16,  in  the  remote  Nuba 
mountains  seeking  protection  in 
government-controlled  territories, 
a  government  official  said.  The 
state-run  television  broadcast  the 
news  that  some  30,000  people  had 
found  shelter  in  the  town  of 
Kadugli,  about  562  miles  south- 
west of  Khartoum,  and  nearby  ar- 
eas. A  spokesman  for  Sudan's  Lib- 
eration Army  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
said  that  the  allegations  that  civil- 
ians had  joined  the  government's 
side  were  false. 

(*)  CONGO  -Congolese 
President  Laurent  Kabila  was  as- 
sassinated on  January  16,  his  son 
Joseph  Kabila  has  been  chosen  to 
succeed  his  father.  President 
Kabila  was  shot  in  the  back  by  a 
young  guard  at  his  presidential 
palace  after  finishing  morning 
meeting  with  ministers  and  mili- 
tary officers  said  Palace  workers. 
According  to  accounts  the  Presi- 
dent was  walking  back  through  the 


palace  courtyard  after  a  meeting 
when  he  was  approached  by  the 
young  guard,  the  guard  shot  Presi- 
dent Kabila  three  times.  The  as- 
sassin was  shot  and  killed  while 
attempting  to  flee  the  scene  by 
Palace  soldiers  who  heard  the 
shots. 

President  Kabila  was  con- 
scious while  being  rushed  to  a 
medical  center  in  Zimbabwe  but 
it  is  unclear  whether  or  not  he  died 
on  the  helicopter  flight  to  Zimba- 
bwe or  at  the  medical  center. 
Kinshasa's  Reference  Plus  news- 
paper, which  is  known  to  be  close 
to  the  government,  reported  that 
the  killer's  name  was  Rashidi.  Pal- 
ace workers  say  he  was  20. 

(*)  NAIROBI,  KENYA-A 
Kenyan  student  who  burst  into  the 
cockpit  of  a  British  Airways  jumbo 
jet  and  attacked  the  pilots,  caus- 
ing the  plane  to  plunge,  is  suffer- 
ing from  acute  paranoia  and  was 
not  trying  to  harm  anyone,  doctors 
said  recently. 

Paul  Kefa  Mukonyi,  27,  had 
been  suffering  from  paranoia  since 
November  and  dashed  into  the 
Boeing  747-400's  cockpit  on  Janu- 
ary 12  because  he  felt  threatened 
by  other  passengers,  said  Dr.  Frank 
Njenga.  a  consulting  psychiatrist 
at  Nairobi  Hospital. 

"When  everybody  was  set- 
tling down  (in  the  aircraft)  he  felt 
completely  crowded ...  and  he  said 
people  in  front  and  behind  were 
threatening  him,"  Mr.  Njenga  said. 
"He  ran  toward  the  front  of  the  air- 
plane ...  believing  people  were  in 
hot  pursuit  of  him." 

The  flight  bound  for  Kenya 
left  London's  Gatwick  Airport  sur- 
viving two  violent  nosedives  over 
Sudan  after  Mukonyi  burst  into  the 
cockpit  and  struggled  with  the  co- 
pilot. The  plane  was  carrying  398 
passengers  and  crew. 

(*)  BAHAMAS.  NASSAU 
— The  Ministry  of  Education  says 
it  will  deduct  pay  from  those 
teachers  who  walked  off  the  job 
in  December,  despite  teachers' 
threats  to  strike  or  at  least  drop 
some  extracurricular  duties  if  their 
salaries  are  cut. 

About  1,300  teachers  re- 
See  Around  the  Globe  pg  11 
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Building  Black  Wealth 


Joseph  Banda 
Onyx  Staff 

(Source:  Prof.  R.  Swasey.  "Public 
Service  Announcement  2000") 

Building  wealth  is  not  as  easy  as 
some  would  like  to  make  you 
think.  A  couple  of  good  stock  tips 
and  you're  at  the  top  just  doesn't 
cut  it  in  the  real  world,  at  least  not 
for  a  lifetime.  Whatever  your  per- 
sonal financial  goals,  we  all  need 
to  start  from  somewhere.  Every- 
one wants  to  learn  about  how  to 
invest  in  the  stock  market  and 
that's  it,  but  you  need  to  earn 
money,  get  your  credit  right,  and 
make  sure  that  you're  saving  more 
than  you're  spending.  In  this  ar- 
ticle, we're  going  to  deal  with  your 
CREDIT. 

*What  we  want  to  achieve:  Finan- 
cial Flexibility,  Ownership  of  Our 
Own  Businesses,  Begin  Investing 
in  Black  Neighborhoods,  Em- 
power Our  Children  Financially 

Your  CREDIT 

Most  college  students  are  in  debt 
mainly  due  to  loans  for  tuition  and 
the  fact  that  they  are  naturally  go- 
ing to  spend  more  than  they  are 
earning  at  a  part-time  or  summer 
job.  College  students  should  be- 
gin to  start  building  and  repairing 
their  credit  now  for  two  reasons, 
financial  flexibility  and  when  it's 
time  to  search  for  a  full-time  job. 


Financial  flexibility  is  having  the 
ability  to  do  certain  things  when 
you  want  to,  for  example,  going 
on  vacation  without  putting  a 
strain  on  your  bank  account.  Did 
you  know  that  during  the  process 
of  interviewing  for  a  new  job, 
companies  have  made  it  a  com- 
mon practice  to  run  credit  checks 
on  prospective  employees  espe- 
cially if  you're  in  the  business 
field?  You  definitely  cannot  be 
handling  other  people's  finances 
when  your  credit  is  not  in  line. 


Credit  Quick  Facts 

-  Avg.  interest  paid  per  Credit 
Card  debt  per  House  Hold= 
$1,000 

-  40%  of  House  Holds  that  hold 
Credit  Cards  have  "greater  dif- 
nculty"  making  their  payments! 
•  25K  personal  bankruptcies  per 
week  in  Nov.  '00 


Building  Your  Credit 

If  you  don't  have  a  credit  card, 
get  ONE.  Try  to  use  it  modestly; 
Pay  on  time;  Pay  in  full.  The  more 
cards  and  credit  inquiries  you 
have,  the  less  appealing  your  credit 
report  becomes.  REMEMBER, 
credit  limits  are  limits,  NOT  re- 
quirements. Just  because  you  have 
a  $5,000  limit  doesn't  mean  that 
you  have  to  max  it  out. 

Fixing  Your  Credit 

If  your  credit  is  not  in  good  con- 
dition, be  proactive  so  it  can  be 


fixed.  Seek  consumer  credit  coun- 
seling (free)  if  need  be  at  #1  -800- 
388-2227  (24/7),  or  800-208- 
CCCS.  Debt  management  pro- 
grams are  approximately  $11  per 
month.  Call  AND  write  to  your 
creditors  to  propose  a  payment 
schedule.  Make  sure  you  can  meet 
whatever  amount  you  agree  to. 
(KEY) 

Stop  charging  and  downsize  un- 
til fixed!  Call#l-888-50PT-OUT 
to  stop  unsolicited  Credit  Card  of- 
fers. 

Credit  Reports 

It  is  a  fact  that  approximately 
70%  of  Credit  Reports  contain 
some  kind  of  errors  and  29%  of 
these  errors  are  critical  enough  to 
deny  you  loan  requests  or  future 
credit.  YOU  MUST  FIX  IT!  20% 
of  Credit  Reports  also  exclude  fa- 
vorable information  such  as  pay- 
ments that  you  made  on  time.  If 
by  any  chance  you  are  denied 
credit  ask  to  see  your  Credit  Re- 
port. Three  primary  CR  agencies 
are:  Experian  (888-397-  3742. 
Trans  Union  (800-680-7289),  and 
Equifax  (800-525-6285).  Order  & 
review  your  CR:  annually,  before 
employer  review,  or  before  big  $ 
need. 

This  is  only  one  step  that  will  aid 
in  preparing  you  to  begin  Build- 
ing Your  Wealth.  Look  out  for  the 
next  step  in  reaching  your  finan- 
cial goals. 


Business  Tips 

Getting  the  Best  Job  Lead 

No  one  ever  knows  whom  he/ 
she  may  run  into  and  that  person 
might  be  the  perfect  job  lead.  It  is 
very  unlikely  for  you  to  have  your 
resume  with  you,  so  why  not  get 
some  personalized  business  cards 
printed  including  the  following: 
Your  name.  Phone  number.  Email 
and  Standard  Mailing  Address, 
Resume  web  page  and  Brief  Ob- 
jective (such  as  "Marketing  Pro- 
fessional"). A  quick  professional 
reference  that  makes  you  stand  out 
from  the  others.  It  also  gives  you 
a  great  first  impression  that  not 
only  says  that  you  are  a  profes- 
sional but  also  says  that  you  are 
oi^anized. 

This  is  a  nice,  quick  reference 
if  attached  to  a  cover  letter  and 
resume  and  especially  easy  to 
store  in  the  interviewers  pocket  or 
purse.  Remember  that  the  unex- 
pected meeting  that  you  may  have 
on  the  subway  may  turn  out  to  be 
your  greatest  networking  oppor- 
tunity. 

Words  for  the  Wise 

Keeping  Up  With  Business 
IVends  in  the  Millennium 

Jobs  are  currently  changing  so  fast 
that  we  have  to  constantly  keep 
our  guards  up  and  grow  just  as 
fast.  We  have  to  keep  our  minds 
open  to  new  learning  experiences 
in  order  to  remain  vital  employ- 
ees to  the  company.  After  all,  out- 

see  Tips  pg  6 


Blacks  VS.  Whites:  A  Question  of  Income 


Candice  J.  Shaw 
Onyx  Staff 

"In  the  United  States,  there  has 
never  been  an  open  competition 
for  black  labor,  capital,  entrepre- 
neurship  or  executive  talent.  At 
no  time  in  history,  including  the 
current  period,  have  blacks 
received  adequate  protection 
from  the  vaunted  "invisible 
hand"  of  free  and  open  competi- 
tion. We  see  then  that  blacks 
have  never  been  hurt  by  free 
enterprise.  They  have,  instead, 
been  waiting  for  it."-  Unknown 
Author 

According  to  U.S.A.  Today  on 
November  17.  2000,  Coca-Cola 
will  have  to  pay  $192.5  million 
for  a  class  action  racial  discrimi- 
nation lawsuit.  Coca-Cola  has 
been  sued  because  their  Black 
employees  were  not  being  paid 


equivalent  to  that  of  some  other 
Coca-Cola  employees.  Texaco 
was  also  sued  for  the  same 
reason  several  years  ago.  It  is 
obvious  that  though  we  are  in  the 
21"  century,  all  people  are  not 
equal.  It  is  also  obvious  that 
Blacks  will  not  receive  equality 
for  hundreds  of  years  to  come. 

Ironically,  at  the  national  level, 
the  income  of  Blacks  is  three- 
fifths  that  of  Whites.  Hint: 
When  the  census  was  first  taken 
in  1790,  Blacks  were  only 
counted  as  three-fifths  of  an 
individual.  The  U.S.  Census 
Bureau  has  the  statistics  that 
show  the  ditferences  between 
incomes  of  Blacks  and  Whites 
over  the  years.  In  1997.  the 
median  income  of  Blacks  was 
$28,602.  During  the  same  year. 


the  median  income  of  Whites 
was  $46,754.  At  that  point,  the. 
income  gap  between  Blacks  and 
Whites  was  approximately  62%. 
There  has  been  no  significant 
change  between  the  income  gap 
of  Blacks  and  Whites.  Sixty-two 
percent  is  only  one  better  than 
the  previous  61%  in  1969  when 
the  gap  was  the  narrowest. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to 
fathom  if  the  gap  will  ever 
become  narrower  or  equal  when 
Blacks  are  at  a  disadvantage 
from  the  beginning.  Whites  are 
earning  their  incomes  in  ways  in 
which  Blacks  are  not.  Blacks 
typically  earn  their  income 
through  wages  and  salaries.  In 
other  words.  Blacks  work  for 
their  money  where  as  Whites 
have  the  money  work  for  them. 


Whites  invest  their  money 
through  various  options  such  as 
stocks,  bonds,  mutual  funds, 
notes  (lOUs),  income-generating 
real  estate,  royalties  from 
intellectual  property,  businesses, 
and  anything  else  that  has  value, 
produces  income  or  appreciates 
and  has  a  ready  market.  The 
quote  mentioned  previously 
concludes  how  and  why  Blacks 
will  most  likely  be  unable  to 
"catch  up"  to  become  equal. 


The  ONYX  Int'oniRT  is 
I(M)kiiiji  (or  liiisiiK'ss 
.students  interested  In 
writing  lor  this  section. 
Please  conliKt  us  at  617- 

373-2250  or  at 
uny\l)usincs.s(i3^yuhuu.coiii 
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Tips  from  pg  5 

dated  employees  are  usually  the 
first  employees  that  have  to  leave 
the  corporation  whether  the  reason 
for  their  leaving  is  layoffs, 
downsizing,  or  just  being  over- 
looked for  promotions  and  raises. 
To  avoid  being  part  of  this  in 
today's  business  world  you  have 
to  keep  yourself  vigilant  for  new 
learning  opportunities.  No  one 
should  be  afraid  to  try  new  things 
because  you  may  end  up  saying, 
"I  could  have,  should  have,  but 
didn't!" 

Words       for      the  Wise 

Welcome  to  the  "Business 
World" 

If  you  are  not  already  subject  to 
the  "business  world",  when  you 
get  there  you  had  better  be  ready. 
The  "business  world"  is  not  all 
what  it  seems  to  be.  Big  pay- 
checks, friendly  co-workers,  and 
a  job  title  that  says  you  are  about 
something  are  just  a  few  elements 
that  every  business  professional 
hopes  to  accomplish.  Usually,  this 
dream  is  broken  with  a  reality 
check.  Wake  up  my  sisters  and 
brothers.  We  are  not  equal  and  we 
will  see  it  most  when  we  enter  the 
"business  world".  This  world  is 
not  pretty,  it  wears  the  disguise  of 
a  mask  and  behind  it  is  the  ugli- 
ness that  will  soon  face  us  in  the 
"business  world". 

Have  you  ever  started  a  position  on 
your  supervisor's  right  foot?  Were 
you  wondering  why  he/she  was  so 
nice  to  you?  Well,  to  answer  lhat 
question,  your  supervisor  was  wait- 
ing for  you  to  fault  so  tliat  they  could 
say,  "Look.  They  are  not  cut  out  to 
be  that  'business  person'  that  we  ex- 
pected them  to  be." 

As  soon  as  you  find  out  thai  your 
supervisor  is  on  the  watch  for  you, 
be  smart;  be  on  the  watch  for  them 
too.  Look  for  other  opportunities 
in  the  most  famous  "business 
world"  where  you  will  be  greatly 
appreciated  for  your  hard  work 
and  effort.  As  soon  as  everything 
seems  to  go  right  for  your  super- 
visor  BOOM —  hit  them  with 

the  great  news.  Let  them  know 
that  you  have  enjoyed  the  oppor- 
tunities of  working  with  ihem  on 
a  professional  level,  but  you  need 
more  advancements  in  the  "busi- 
ness world"  and  you  have  cur- 
rently found  a  position  elsewhere 
that  will  give  you  just  that. 


Teenage  Motherhood 


It's  4:30  a.m,  and  I  have  an  8 
o'clock  class.  My  eighteen-month- 
old  son  is  crying  for  a  bottle.  This 
is  his  normal  routine.  Bedtime  is 
usually  between  9-IOpm  on  his 
good  nights,  but  when  he's  rest- 
less, which  is  often,  it  stretches  to 
about  Ilpm.  Once  he's  asleep,  I 
unwind  and  get  ready  for  bed. 
About  five  to  six  hours  into  my 
rest,  I  feel  him 

moving  around,  twisting  and  turn- 
ing, then  I  hear  a  loud  cry  in  my 
ear.  Groggy  and  sometimes  mad, 
I  stumble  into  the  kitchen  to  make 
his  bottle  while  I  hear  his  screams 
in  the  background  as  if  he  were 
being  killed.  I  return  with  his  bottle 
and  once  again  put  him  to  bed.  I 
am  now  left  with  just  under  two 
hours  to  sleep  before  I  get  up  and 
get  ready  for  school. 

My  son  wakes  up  at  about  6:30 
in  the  moming  full  of  energy  to 
start  the  day.  This  is  sometimes  the 
hardest  thing  especially  on  week- 
ends when  I'm  used  to  sleeping 
until  about  10  or  II  in  the  mom- 
ing. On  weekdays,  before  I  leave 
for  school  I  have  lo  change  a 
smelly  diaper,  in  which  most  cases 
I  have  to  chase  him  down  while 
he  kicks  and  wiggles  around. 
Then,  for  breakfast,  I  set  him  in 
his  highchair  and  put  some 
Cheerios  and  milk  in  a  bowl  along 
with  some  fruit.  I  hand  him  his 
spoon  and  hope  that  more  food 
goes  in  his  mouth  than  it  does  ev- 
erywhere else.  Once  I'mdone 
cleaning  him  up,  I  get  dressed  and 
try  to  get  out  of  the  door  to  make 
it  to  class  on  time.  My  son  clings 
on  to  my  leg,  not  wanting  his 
mommy  lo  leave.  The  very  process 
of  leaving  the  house  takes  about 
fifteen  minutes  because  I  have  lo 
think  of  a  way  lo  get  his  attention 
on  something  else  so  I  can  leave.  I 
know  once  he  realizes  I'm  gone 
he  cries  and  this  saddens  me.  Once 
I'm  home  from  classes,  I  spend 
time  with  my  son  and  play  with 
him.  I  do  my  homework,  while  he 
sits  next  to  me  writing  his  mommy 
a  letter.  Sometimes  he  tries  lo  help 
me  with  my  homework  by  push- 
ing some  buttons  on  the  keyboard 
or  scribbling  in  my  notebook.  If 
he's  tired,  he'll  pull  on  me  and 
whine  until  I  stop  my  homework 
to  make  him  a  bottle  and  put  him 
down  to  sleep.  Putting  him  down 
doesn't  always  mean  he'll  slay 
down.  If  he  hears  noises,  his  nosey 


King  from  pg  3 


19S3.  Their  debated  led  them,  and 
Sealey's  fraternity  brothers  to  ad- 
dress this  issue. 

On  July  16,  1998  President 
Clinton  signed  a  congressional 
resolution  authorizing  the  memo- 
rial to  be  buill  on  ihc  National 
Mall.  As  a  result  of  the  push  for  a 
memorial  to  be  placed  in  Washing- 
Ion,  D.C.,  for  African-Americans 
a  project  ranging  from  $50  million 


and  $100  million  will  be  bulIl  by 
2003  honoring  Dr.  King. 

The  memorial  will  be  placed  in 
line  sight  between  the  Lincoln  and 
Jefferson  memorials.  At  the 
present  time  there  has  been  $1 
million  dollars  raised  for  the  King 
memorial,  another  $5  million  has 
been  pledged  by  the  Tommy 
Hilfiger  Corporation. 


little  head  pops  up  and  I  have  to 
get  him  to  lie  down  again.  So  I  try 
to  find  a  quiet  place  to  put  him  to 
sleep.  He  has  this  thing  where  he 
has  to  feel  someone  next  to  him  to 
fall  asleep  which  comes  from  him 
sleeping  in  the  bed  with  me.  If  I 
get  up  too  fast  he  wakes  up  again 
and  starts  crying.  All  of  this  con- 
sumes time  that  I  have  to  do  my 
homework. 

Being  a  teenage  mother  is  not 
easy.  Some  young  girls  may  think 
it's  cute  because  they  have  a  little 
baby  to  dress  up  and  show  off  but 
that's  not  all  that  parenting  entails. 
Being  a  parent  to  someone  is  very 
demanding,  not  to  mention  if  it 
were  for  more  than  one  child. 
Parenting  is  a  committed  job  and 
by  job  I  mean  24  hours  a  day,  365 
days  of  the  year,  for  21  years,  not 
your  typical  eight-hour  job.  You 
cannot  put  off  making  bottles, 
changing  diapers  or  sitting  in  the 
emergency  room  for  six  hours 
when  your  child  is  sick.  Every 
need  of  that  child  has  to  be  met 
and  it  has  to  be  met  NOW,  not 
later. 

Some  young  girls  think  that  hav- 
ing a  baby  will  keep  a  boyfriend 
around  or  make  up  for  some  type 
of  void  in  their  life.  That  may  just 
be  all  good  and  well  but  you  have 
lo  think  how  having  a  child  may 
impact  your  life.  When  you  are 
single,  meaning  you  only  have  to 
worry  about  yourself,  you  can  go 
out  and  not  have  lo  think  about 
getting  home  at  a  certain  time  be- 
cause you  have  a  child  waiting  for 
you.  You  can  go  out  wilhoui  hav- 
ing lo  deal  with  issues  such  as  who 
will  watch  your  child,  or  if  you  can 
take  your  child  along  with  you, 
what  type  of  accommodations  they 
have  for  children.  When  you're 
sick,  your  parents  can  take  care  of 
you  or  you  take  care  of  yourself. 
When  your 

child  gels  sick  it's  a  whole  new 
deal.  You're  constantly  worrying 
about  whether  or  not  he  will  be 
okay  the  next  day,  if  you  should 
lake  him  to  the  hospital,  how  much 
medicine  lo  give  him,  whether  or 
not  he'll  have  to  stay  in  the  hospi- 
tal, and  so  on.  That  carefree,  wild 
and  crazy  stuff  will  have  to  end. 
You  being  a  child  will  also  have 
lo  end  real  fast  because  once 
you're  a  parent,  you  have  to  grow 
up.  You  can't  think  about  that  boy 
at  school,  or  your  iwo  girlfriends' 


problems,  or  what  you're  going  to 
wear  to  the  club.  You  have  to  think 
about  providing  for  and  caring  for 
your  child.  When  you  get  that 
check,  no  more  going  shopping  for 
you,  but  now  you  have  to  make 
sure  you  get  what  you  need  for 
your  child  first.  Everything  from 
diapers,  wipes,  milk,  food  and 
clothes  to  strollers  and  highchairs. 
Then  whatever  money  you  may 
have  left,  you  can  hope  it's  enough 
to  get  your  hair  done  or  buy  those 
new  shoes.  Again,  when  you  are  a 
parent,  the  child  comes  first  and 
you  come  second. 

Basically,  I  am  trying  to  tell  all 
these  young  men  and  women  that 
parenting  can  wait,  especially  if 
you  are  not  financially  ready  to 
support  a  child.  Once  thai  child  is 
bom,  say  goodbye  to  fi^dom  and 
a  big  hello  to  responsibility.  If 
you've  never  had  a  care  in  the 
world,  now  you  will  have  it  all. 
Bringing  a  new  life  into  this  world 
as  a  teenager  can  be  very  difficult 
due  to  the  lack  of  experience  as  an 
adult  with  responsibilities,  lack  of 
money,  and  a  lack  of  the  proper 
support.  I  am  fortunate  enough  lo 
have  a  good  support  system  at 
home.  My  mom  takes  care  of  my 
son  when  I  am  at  school  and  she 
also  gives  me  the  opportunity  to 
still  enjoy  my  teenage  years.  But 
thai  is  rare.  So  if  you  have  it,  ap- 
preciate it. 

There  are  many  young  girls  out 
there  whose  parents  disowned 
them  because  they 
had  a  child  at  a  young  age.  But  you 
do  not  have  to  follow  in  the  same 
footsteps  as  1  did  and  so  many 
other  young  giris  did.  Don't  get  me 
wrong.  I  love  my  son  lo  death  and 
I  am  glad  he's  here.  But  in  reality, 
I  know  I  couid've  wailed  until  I 
was  older,  finished  with  school, 
and  had  established  my  life  before 
I  brought  another  into  this  worid. 

He  is  here  now  so  all  I  can  do  is 
be  the  best  mother  I  can  be  and 
provide  the  best  life  possible  for 
him.  In  closing  I  just  want  to  say, 
fellas,  use  the  condoms,  and  ladies, 
get  on  that  birth  control  and  be  re- 
sponsible because  being  a  young 
mother  is  no  joke.  It  is  very  de- 
manding and  takes  over  your 
whole  life. 

By  LeeAnn  Jemmott 
Class  of  2005 


The  ONYX  Informer  is 
looking  for  writers  with 
creativity  and  style. 
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Have  any  ques- 
tions concerning 

HEALTH? 
Contact  MAPS  at 

iiiimimn-ilypiX'lR'nlllit'  htiliiinil.com 


"MAPS  Winter 
Update" 

T^eese  Gaines 
Onyx  Staff 

The  Northeastern  University 
Student  National  Medical 
Association's  Minority  Associa- 
tion of  Pre-Health  Students.  We 
have  accomplished  many  of  our 
goals  over  the  past  two  quarters, 
and  we  still  aspire  to  be  the  much 
needed  voice  for  minority  pre- 
health  students  on  campus,  and  in 
the  surrounding  community. 
SNMA,  was  founded 
in  1964  at  Howard  University  Col- 
lege of  Medicine  and  Meharry 
Medical  College.  It  focuses  on  the 
needs  of  students  of  color,  and  has 
a  membership  of  5.000  medical 
students,  pre-health  students,  resi- 
dents and  licensed  physicians. 
There  is  no  other  organization  that 
can  boast  this  size,  or  longevity. 
SNMA  takes  on  this  task  of  in- 
creasing the  enrollment  of  minori- 
ties in  the  health  professions  by  of- 
fering guidance  for  undergraduate 
MAPS  students  interested  in  medi- 
cal and  health  careers. 

The  NU  SNMA-MAPS  chapter 
plans  to  provide:  Academic 
Achievement,  Mentorship,  Com- 
munity Service,  and  a  Support 
System.  There  are  regional  and 
national  conferences,  networking 
opportunities,  and  MCAT  review 
courses  offered  by  SNMA-MAPS 
on  a  national  level.  This  quarter, 
we  have  had  several  workshops. 
Kaplan 

Test  Prep  gave  a  workshop  on 
testing  skills  for  the  GRE  and 
MCAT  at  the  John  D.  O'Bryant 
African-American  Institute,  where 
Kafui  Tsaku  won  a  free  course 
with  Kaplan.  Career  services  pre- 
sented for  our  resume  workshop. 
Tufts  University  and  Bradley 
Carthon,  SNMA  immediate  past 
president,  presented  on  dual  de- 
grees and  opportunities  in  medi- 
cine. The  most  recent  workshop 
dealt  with  loan  repayment  and 
scholarships  with  the  National  In- 
stitutes of  Health  and  the  National 
Health  Service  Corps. 

The  chapter  would  like  to 
extend  a  special  thanks  to  those 
who  support  our  activities,  and 
the  graduate  school  fair. 

For  more  information,  please 
contact 

numinorityprehealdi@hotmaiI.com 
or  call  877-840-7300  ext.  370. 
For  more  information  about 
Kaplan's  products,  email 
Alex_Dick@kaplan.com. 


Itchy,  Dry,  Ashy  Skin:  What  Can  Be  Done? 


By  Amy  Morgan 
Onyx  Staff 

Winter  has  been  upon  us  for 
some  time  now  and  you  and  your 
skin  are  probably  longing  for  the 
hot  sticky  days  of  the  summers  of 
Boston.  Winter  is  no  doubt  a  time 
of  year  when  the  skin  on  both  the 
face  and  body  feel  the  effects  of 
the  cold  weather,  the  heated  rooms 
and  the  wind.  One  may  notice 
very  dry  and  itchy  skin  or  skin  that 
appears  to  be  red  or  ashy  looking 
in  places.  Why  does  this  skin  con- 
dition happen  in  the  winter  and 
what  can  be  done  to  stop  it  or 
lessen  the  effects? 

Ashy  skin  is  a  direct  result  of 
dehydration  of  the  skin,  our  body's 
protective  barrier.  The  dehydra- 
tion occurs  due  to  the  ever-chang- 
ing degree  of  temperature  when 
one  travels  fi-om  the  outside  cold 
to  the  dry  heat  and  low  moisture 
of  our  home  and  work  places. 
Other  causes  of  dry  skin  are  expo- 
sure to  harsh  cleansers,  genetics 
and  some  medications.  Yet  most 
of  the  cases  come  from  the  change 
in  temperature.  Sufficiently  moist 
skin  is  a  product  of  the  oil  glands, 
which  are  located  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  skin,  once  they  have 
produced  a  film  over  the  entire 
skin.  Thisfllmisanoilbarrierthat 
allows  the  natural  moisture  and 
moisture  absorbed  through  the 
environment  to  stay  on  the  skin 
and  not  evaporate.  The  protective 


barrier  keeps  water  close  to  the 
skin  and  allows  it  to  be  more  flex- 
ible. Thus,  the  approach  to  avoid 
ashy  skin  is  to  reinforce  and  pro- 
tect the  oil  glands. 

So  what  can  be  done  about  ashy, 
dry  skin?  Although  not  commonly 
known,  water  actually  makes  the 
skin  drier.  The  water  used  when 
washing  hands,  taking  a  bath  or  a 
shower  washes  away  the  protec- 
tive barrier  produced  by  the  oil 
glands,  leaving  the  skin  exposed 
and  vulnerable  to  the  envirormient. 
Thus,  one  should  avoid  moisture 
loss  by  changing  bath  habits. 
Bathe  less  frequently,  try  one 
shower  a  day  or  one  every  other 
day  and  use  warm,  not  hot  water. 
Minimize  the  use  of  soaps  espe- 
cially in  the  areas  such  as  the  face, 
genitals  and  under  the  arms  as 
these  are  the  areas  most  likely  to 
become  dry.  After  stepping  out 
of  the  bath,  do  not  rub  the  skin  but 
pat  the  skin  gently  with  the  towel 
and  this  will  preserve  the  protec- 
tive barrier. 

Unfortunately,  a  big  misconcep- 
tion is  that  lotions  are  good  for  dry 
skin.  Indeed,  lotions  are  better 
than  nothing,  yet  oils  and  creams 
are  thinker,  last  longer  and  create 
a  barrier  over  the  natural  barrier, 
producing  double  the  protection. 
When  looking  for  a  cream  one 
should  look  for  one  or  all  of  the 
following  soothing  ingredients: 
hyaturonie  acid,  aloe  vera  gel,  jo- 


joba oil  and  castor  oil.  All  of 
which  can  be  found  in  the  grocery 
store  or  health  food  stores.  In  ad- 
dition, over-the-counter  cortisone 
creams  and  anti-inflammatory 
creams  can  also  help  dry,  itchy 
skin. 

Lastly,  one  must  make  sure  that 
they  drink  plenty  of  fluids,  avoid- 
ing caffeine,  as  it  causes  dehydra- 
tion and  if  possible  use  a  humidi- 
fier in  the  house. 

The  diet  is  also  a  major  factor  in 
preserving  beautiful  skin  in  the 
winter.  Hydration  can  occur 
within  the  body  by  ingesting  foods 
such  as  cold  pressed  virgin  olive 
oil,  fish  oils,  nuts  and  seeds  while 
avoiding,  as  mentioned  before, 
products  with  caffeine  and  dairy. 
Some  alternative  foods  that  have 
been  that  have  been  proven  to 
work  well  are  peppermint  tea  to 
cool  the  skin,  chamomile  tea,  aloe, 
evening  primrose,  avocado  and 
cucumber  either  ingested  or  as  a 
topical  solution.  Vitamin  E  is  also 
an  alternative  in  the  pill  form  or 
as  a  topical  solution. 

Dry,  itchy  ashy  skin  is  a  prob- 
lem that  affects  millions  of  people 
each  winter,  although  one  cannot 
totally  avoid  this  condition,  one 
can  help  themselves  from  the  in- 
side out  to  alleviate  discomfort  and 
look  radiant  and  healthy  all  win- 
ter long. 


Is  Hypertension  an  African- American's  Disease? 


By  Amy  Morgan 
Onyx  Staff 

Over  the  past  thirty  years  there 
has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  heart 
disease  yet  each  year  there  are  two 
million  new  cases  of  heart  disease 
that  arise  in  the  United  States.  In 
the  US  alone,  heart  disease  is  the 
number  one  killer  for  both  male 
and  female  in  individuals  over  the 
age  of  65.  More  so,  he^  disease 
is  the  leading  cause  of  death  in  men 
over  the  age  of  forty  and  the  sec- 
ond leading  cause  of  death  in 
women  over  the  age  of  forty.  In 
1991,  Internal  Medicine  World 
Report  stated  that  62  million 
people  in  the  US  have  some  form 
of  hypertension,  a  type  of  heart  dis- 
ease, and  42%  of  that  amount  have 
uncontrolled  or  poorly  controlled 
hypertension. 

What  is  hypertension?  Hyperten- 
sion is  a  common  heart  condition 
and  affects  males  and  females. 


crossing  races  and  ethnicities.  Hy- 
pertension occurs  when  the  blood 
pressure  is  raised  above  normal 
levels.  A  norma!  blood  pressure 
varies  among  individuals  and  has 
a  large  range;  normal  ranges  are 
between  110  to  139  dialostic  and 
70  to  88  systolic.  Dialostic  refers 
to  the  relaxation  period  between 
contractions,  while  systolic  refers 
to  the  contraction  period  of  the 
heart.  Hypertension  is  a  very  seri- 
ous disease  because  it  leads  to 
more  complicated  health  condi- 
tions, such  as  heart  failure,  kidney 
disease,  stroke  and  blindness. 

As  mentioned  before,  hyperten- 
sion affects  both  males  and  fe- 
males and  affects  all  different 
types  of  people,  but  Black  people 
are  more  likely  to  have  hyperten- 
sion and  are  more  likely  to  die 
from  it  and  its  complications  as 
compared  to  their  White,  Spanish/ 
Hispanic,  and  Asian/Pacific  Is- 
lander counterparts.  Specifically  in 


Boston,  The  Health  of  Boston. 
1999  published  that  Black  people 
in  1995-1997  have  147.3  deaths 
per  100.000  in  the  population,  a 
drop  of  a  little  over  a  point  firom 
the  1991-1994  data.  This  is  com- 
pared to  115  deaths  per  100,000 
in  the  population  for  Whites,  a  25- 
point  drop  from  the  1991-1994 
data.  Spanish/Hispanics  had  67.4 
deaths  per 

100,000  in  the  population  and 
Asian/Pacific  Islanders  had  83.2 
deaths  per  100,000  in  the  popula- 
tion. 

Why  is  it  that  Black  people  are 
more  prone  to  this  silent  killer? 
Genetically,  there  has  been  some 
evidence  that  reports  that  Blacks 
have  a  harder  time  expelling  salts 
from  their  kidneys  than  their  coun- 
terparts. Salt  retention  in  the  kid- 
ney is  beneficial  when  working 
long  hot  hours  in  tropical  heat,  yet 
when  these  are  not  the  conditions. 

See  Hypertension  pg  12 
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THE  VILLAGE 

THE  VILLAGE  is  designed  to  introduce  particular  individuals  of  the  community  to  our  readers. 
These  individuals  display  dedication  to  their  community  and  the  people  they  serve.  THE  VIL- 
LAGE recognizes  these  individuals  because  of  their  overall  success  and  willingness  to  change  the 
environment  around  them.  They  influence  potential  successors  and  in  doing  so,  support  the  idea 

that  ^it  takes  a  whole  village  to  raise  a  child." 


Studying  our  Society  with 
Jose  Masso 

By  Alithea  Casimir 
Onyx  Staff 

Jose  Masso  is  the  Senior  Asso- 
ciate Director  and  Chief  Operat- 
ing Officer  at  Northeastern 
University's  Center  for  the  Study 
of  Sport  in  Society.  A  native  of  San 
Juan.  Puerto  Rico,  Jose  moved  to 
Boston  in  1 973  and  has  since  then, 
enjoyed  endeavors  in  the  areas  of 
education,  communications,  poli- 
tics, entertainment  and  sports. 
Prior  to  his  position  at  Northeast- 
em,  Masso  was  a  sports  agent  for 
six  years  crystal ized  in  what  he  felt 
was  a  "Jerry  Maguire"  role  is  so- 
ciety. He  realized  that  success  was 
being  equated  with  money  earned 
instead  of  goals  accomplished. 
With  this  real- 
ization, he  de- 
cided it  was 
time  to  move 
on,  "adding  to 
human  capital 
as  an  educator" 
of  the  lessons  he 
learned  in  the 
business. 

Sport  in  Soci- 
ety has  pio- 
neered the  cre- 
ation of  pro- 
grams that  uti- 
lize the  unique 
status  of  sport  to 
bring  about 
positive  social 
change  and  to 
address  critical 

social  issues.  Under  Masso's  lead- 
ership, the  Center  has  expanded 
it's  mission  to  include  issues  con- 
cerning the  Latino  comunity.  The 
Center,  founded  over  twelve  years 
ago  by  Richard  Lapchick,  former 
Celtics  coach  Tom  Sanders  and 
New  York  Times  writer  Bob 
Lipsyte,  provides  NU  with  coop- 
erative opportunities,  research  and 
programs  for  training  athletes. 
The  Center  has  also  initiated  com- 
munication and  programs  with 
Departments  of  Socialism,  Jour- 
nalism and  Athletics  on  campus. 
During  his  four  years  at  the  Cen- 
ter, Masso  has  aspired  to  be  a  ma- 
jor part  of  creating  diversity  at  NU, 
especially  for  Latinos,  feeling  that 
every  student  needs  a  "Mecca" 


white  away  from  home. 

Masso  views  himself  as  a  men- 
tor for  students,  one  for  life. 
Northeastern  alumn,  Carlos  Pena, 
was  and  still  is  under  the  guidance 
of  Masso's  teachings.  Pena  was 
drafted  by  the  Texas  Rangers  upon 
graduation.  Masso  feels  inspired 
by  his  family  background  includ- 
ing the  support  of  his  parents,  es- 
pecially his  father's,  along  with 
music,  sports  and  the  support  of 
his  present  family.  He  feels  his 
biggest  challenge  now  is  to  find  a 
way  to  interact  with  the  commu- 
nity and  with  students  to  make  his 
and  the  University's  resources 
more  potentially  available. 

Masso  has  many  accomplish- 
ments and  experience  of  positions 
held  such  as  Executive  Director  of 
Latin  Sports  for  Bob  Woolf  Asso- 
ciates and 
I  n  t  e  r  P  r  o 
Sports,  Board 
of  Advisors  of 
the  Berklee 
College  of 
Music  Com- 
munity and 
Director  of 
Community 
Services  and 
Hispanic  Liai- 
son for  Gover- 
nor Michael 
Dukakis. 
Holding  posi- 
tions such  as 
these,  Masso 
networks  with 
leaders  of  the 
community.  In 
June  2000,  Masso  was  named 
"Boson's  Salsa  Man  of  the  Year" 
in  celebration  of  the  25th  armiver- 
sary  of  his  bilingual  program  "Con 
Salsa!"  which  airs  on  WBUR-90.9 
FM  every  Saturday  night  at  mid- 
night until  5  a.m. 

When  asked  if  he  could  change 
one  thing,  what  that  thing  would 
be,  Masso  exclaimed,  "How  soci- 
ety values  materialism  over  hu- 
manism. I  would  want  to  put  more 
value  to  life!"  Masso  left  a  mes- 
sage that  could  easily  be  embed- 
ded in  the  mind  of  every  human 
being  but  probably  not  remem- 
bered. "Live  life  today  but  think 
about  tomorrow,  and  don't  get  dis- 
appointed about  yesterday." 


Gettin'  Fresti  witli  Rusty 
Pendleton 

By  Alithea  Casimir 
Onyx  Staff 

Rusty  Pendleton, 
owner  of  Funky 
Fresh  Records, 
clearly  professes 
his  admiration  for 
the  music  industry 
through  his 
endeavors. 
Pendleton  discov- 
ered his  love  for 
music  early  in  life 
and  throughout  was 
influenced  in  a  way 
that  affected  his 
daily  living. 
Starting  off  in  the 
industry  as  an 
independent  disc 
jockey,  he  participated  in  various 
activities  touring  with  groups  such 
as  New  Kids  on  the  Block  and  New 
Edition.  He  then  later  moved  into 
DJing  for  radio.  Pendleton  DJ'd  for 
stations  including  Emerson 
College's  WERS  88.9  FM  and 
Northeastern  University's  WRBB 
104.9  FM.  He  was  accredited  with 
a  reputation  that  started  legendary 
stories  about  his  talents  -  "I  heard  he 
used  to  spin  with  his  ices"  -  Shawn 
Davis,  Roxbry  native.  Parallel  to 
his  DJ  career,  he  worked  as  an 
employee  of  Spin  City,  predecessor 
of  Funky  Fresh  Records  located  on 
Warren  St.  in  Dudley  Square.  In 
1994  he  made  a  major  move  for 
himself  and  bought  Spin  City  from 
the  former  owner. 

In  June  of  2000  he  opened  a 
second  store  on  Washington  St.  of 
Codman  Square.  This  store  was  sold 
within  six  months  of  its  purchase  to 
Antonio  Ansaldi.  a  leather  designer 
of  apparel,  which  is  due  to  open 
some  time  in  March.  Pendleton 
stated  that  holding  two  stores  was  a 
challenge  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
consistent,  dependable  staff. 
Mentioning  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  be  in  two  places  at  the  same  time, 
Pendleton  did  say  that  expansion  is 
not  something  that  he  would  rule 
out  in  the  future. 

"Music  is  my  thang,"  confesses 
Pendleton.  Applying  all  mediums  of 
the  "behind  the  scenes"  aspect  of 
music.  Pendleton  and  company, 
including  Tony  Strickland,  former 
NU  student,  produce  tracks  and 
such  with  Funky  Fresh  Productions, 
manage  artists  and  DJ's  with  Funky 
Fresh  Management  and  conduct 
photo  shoots  to  produce  flyers  for 
advertising  varioiis  artists  and 


events.  "Everything  I  do  is  about 
music." 

The  employees  of  Funky  Fresh 
also  volunteer  their  time  throughout 
the  community  to  show  their 

committment  to  the 
youth  of  Boston  by 
participating  and 
organizing  pro- 
grams such  as  Toys 
for  Tots.  Reinforc- 
ing that  education 
is  important  by 
distributing  prizes 
for  good  grades  to 
children  at  the 
Holland  Elemen- 
tary School  and 
mentoring  the  city 
youth  of  the  Boys 
and  Girls'  Club  are 
a  few  more  ways 
their  commitment 
is  shown. 

Admitting  that  the  biggest  turmoil 
of  his  life  is  losing  a  lot  of  friends  in 
the  business,  Pendleton  recaps  and 
realizes  that  in  a  Black  community, 
the  "you  owe  me"  state  of  mind  is 
used  interchangeably  with  together- 
ness. Supporting  Black-owned 
businesses  such  as  Funky  Fresh 
Records  is  important  and  vital  to  a 
community  such  as  Roxbury.  The 
money  you  put  into  your  home 
community  is  the  opportunity  your 
home  community  may  put  forth  for 
you. 


If  you  know  some- 
one that  qualifies 
to  be  featured  in 

THE  VILLAGE 
contact  us  at: 

oiiyxinrormcrfV/ yalioo.com 
or 

617-373-2250 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Christian  Forms  and  the  Voice 
of  a  New  Generation 

"Church"  is  not  constrained  to 
the  confinements  of  a  building 
with  pews  and  an  altar.  Jesus 
himself  commands  Christians  to 
go  out  forth  into  the  world  with 
his  message.  The  sounds  of  hip- 
hop  are  amongst  die  most 
popular  and  influential  music 
forms  with  today's  youth.  Due 
to  the  fact  that  many  of  today's 
youth  may  have  never  set  foot 
within  die  confines  of  a  sanctu- 
ary, the  medium  of  hip-hop  may 
be  the  only  means  of  introducing 
them  to  Christ.  Christian  rappers 
have  been  bringing  "church"  to 
the  streets,  ministering  to  young 
people  who  are  in  need  of 
hearing  God's  Word.  They 
consider  themselves  of  the  rap 
ministry  as  opposed  to  the  rap 
industry.  Yet,  despite  the  appar- 
ent positive  and  Scripture-based 
message,  hip-hop  as  a  part  of  the 
Christian  community,  has  been 
getting  slack  from  both  Chris- 
tians and  non-Christians. 

Ciiristian  rappers  are  often 
viewed  as  "hoodlums"  by  the 
older,  traditional  generation 
because  of  their  appearance  and 
hip-hop  culture  vocabulary. 
Despite  hip-hop's  emerging 
popularity,  traditionalists  ques- 
tion the  ministerial  value  of 
Christian  artists.  Many  people 
attempt  to  make  distinctions  of 
"godly"  versus  "ungodly"  music. 
Rap  tends  to  get  lumped  into  that 
"ungodly"  category.  Can  a  form 


of  music  be  considered  as  such? 
On  the  notion  of  Rap  and  Rock 
being  worldly.  Brother  E,  A 
Christian  Rapper  from  South 
Bronx  has  said: 

"I  believe  you  could  use 
something  for  worldly  or  godly 
purposes.  You're  own  body  is 
flesh,  of  the  worid,  but  through 
God's  Grace  and  by  the  Blood  of 
Jesus  our  Savior,  your  body  is 
now  sanctified  and  made  Holy 
before  God.  The  same  with 
music,  sounds,  words.  We  praise 
God  with  the  English  language 
and  others  praise  Satan.  Should 
we  not  speak  English?" 

[Excerpt  taken  from  http;// 
www.angelfire.conVny/PAD/ 
SHOUTS.html) 

Rap  is  a  musical  genre.  Hip-hop 
is  a  culture.  Many  people,  both 
Christians  and  non-Christians 
misunderstand  these  concepts. 
Within  the  hip-hop  community, 
there  is  a  unique  style  of  dress, 
language,  and  way  to  do  things. 
Traditionalists  have  criticized  the 
style  of  Christian  hip-hop.  Yet, 
they  seem  to  be  forgetting  the 
"shared  history  of  the  Shouting 
Rings,  Sing  Song  Preaching, 
Speaking  in  Tongues,  Feelin'  the 
Spirit,  Passing  Out,  Healings, 
Getting  Happy  (as  the  old  folks 
called  it),  clapping,  crying, 
shouting,  dancing,  tambourine, 
drum,  bass  and  guitar  playing 
that  regularly  occurs  in  many  of 
[their]  churches"  (Tennessee 
Tribune  7/28/99.)  Call  and 
Response  is  found  in  the  Church 
as  well  as  in  the  musical  rap 


genre.  Another  link  to  the 
Church  and  Christian  hip-hop  is 
that  the  rap  parallels  Christian 
testimonies.  Rappers  of  both 
the  secular  and  sacred  nature 
also  "sermonize."  The  differ- 
ence lies  in  the  message  and  the 
intent.  By  speaking  the  lan- 
guage of  hip-hop.  Gospel 
rappers  are  able  to  transcend 
socioeconomic,  cultural,  and 
ethnic  barriers. 

On  the  notion  of  Gospel  Hip- 
Hop  as  an  oxymoron,  in  a  live 
interview  on  WRBB 
(Northeastern 's  radio  station) 
with  Truth  of  the  Cross  Move- 
ment, he  makes  a  certain 
realization  that  the  Christian 
community  should  realize. 
Truth  mentions  the  fact  that  the 
apostle  Paul  wrote  epistles  in  the 
same  style  as  the  Greeks.  He  in 
fact  was  using  the  letter  of  the 
day.  He  secondly  mentions  that 
God  at  Mount  Sinai  used  the 
same  type  of  treaty/law  of  that 
day.  Stylistically,  they  commu- 
nicated the  same,  but  with  a 
different  message.  Truth,  as 
other  Christian  rappers  do, 
emphasizes  that  Hip-Hop 
provides  the  platform  of  the  day. 

Does  the  culture  set  the  music 
or  the  music  set  the  culture? 
Truth  believes  that  "music 
educates  and  conditions  the 
culture."  He  goes  on  to  give 
examples  of  how  Jay-Z  influ- 
enced the  big  boom  in  "ice" 
(crystal).  Back  in  the  1980s,  big 
gold  chains  were  in  as  well  as 
the  southern  rappers'  popular- 


ization of  gold  teeth. 

Christianity  can  be  spread 
through  rap.  Rap  does  not 
"deliver"  people,  but  it  can  serve 
as  the  hook  to  rope  someone  into 
knowing  more,  in  this  case  about 
Christ.  Music  does  move 
people.  Rap  is  a  popular  form  of 
music  amongst  certain  popula- 
tions. If  people  in  deed  are 
getting  ministered  to  through  rap 
music,  it  can  not  be  "of  the 
Devil."  Rap  is  merely  the 
medium  that  the  Christian 
rappers  are  using  to  reach  the 
Hip-Hop  community.  They  are 
embracing  the  culture.  People 
need  to  be  wary  of  that.  When 
"traditional"  missionaries  go 
abroad,  they  react  to  their 
environments.  One  does  not  act 
the  same  way  in  an  Ibo  village  in 
Nigeria  as  one  does  in  a  Hun 
village  in  China  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  South  Central  Los 
Angeles.  If  God  is  calling  these 
rappers  to  do  what  they  are 
doing,  no  one  can  argue  on  that. 
Gospel  rap  is  a  voice  for  the  new 
generation.  Christianity  has  a 
place  in  Hip-Hop  and  hip-hop  in 
it.  Church  is  not  held  just 
within  a  literal  sanctuary.  If  rap 
helps  get  the  message  across  and 
helps  one  in  his/her  spiritual  life, 
all  the  power  to  them  or  the 
artists. ..or  most  importantly  to 
GOD!!! 

Melissa  K.  Owens 
Class  of  2003 


Respectfully  Submitted 

There  are  things  that  makes  us 
who  we  are,  that  tell  the  stories  of 
days  gone  by.  that  represent  the 
best  in  us  and  our  potential  as  a 
people.  They  are  those  things  con- 
crete that  become  symbols  of 
something  greater,  the  unex- 
plained and  the  abstract,  often  lost 
in  rhetoric.  I  cannot  help,  as  I  re- 
flect on  African  American  History 
month  to  think  of  the  Institute  in 
such  terms-  I  am  witness  to  the 
undiscernible  intentions  of  the 
current  administration,^©  the  des- 
perate struggle  being  waged  by 
students,  to  the  disbelief  and  lack 
of  concern  of  my  fellow  unin- 
formed alumni,  to  the  rumbles  of 
disdain  or  acceptance,  to  the  gen- 
eral apathy  of  a  university  and  to 
forces  beyond  all  of  us.  This  is 
what  I  understand. 

There  is  no  voice  disputing  the 
fact  that  the  functions  of  the  Insti- 
tute in  its  contributing  to  the  edu- 
cational, social,  and  cultural  expe- 
riences of  studenLs  of  African  ori- 
gin are  not  important.  Neither  are 
they  really  in  danger,  after  all.  if 
you  break  the  programs  up.  sepa- 


rate, and  rearrange  here  and  there, 
the  students  and  the  people  of  the 
community  simply  need  to  walk 
in  a  different  direction  and  they 
still  get  what  they  need.  We  are 
even  considering  creating  a  multi- 
cultural center,  although  there 
seems  to  be  no  talk  about  the 
Latino  Cultural  Center.  The  Uni- 
versity retains  the  right  to  claim 
its  urban  mission  as  well  as  proof 
to  its  commitment  to  diversity. 
There  are  the  scared  and  at  times 
hypocritical  voices  that  say  the 
institute  and  its  administration 
have  long  stopped  really  serving 
the  students,  the  university  knows 
that,  so  what  can  we  really  do.  I 
say  scared  because  there  is  a  truth 
in  their  words  that  cannot  be  spo- 
ken, hypocritical  because  those 
same  voices  will  fight  for  that  of 
which  they  speak  ill  words  and  I 
write  it  because  who  was  it  that 
said  "seek  truth  at  all  costs".  It  is 
ultimately  the  inability  of  a  people 
to  recognize  those  voices,  that 
blocks  their  progress  and  contrib- 
utes to  their  demise.  Furthermore, 
those  voices  are  essentially  saying 
that  no  matter  where  we  find  the 
institute  tomorrow,  things  do  not 


change.  In  and  of  themselves,  they 
are  simple  facts,  we  get  it. 

This  struggle  therefore,  is  about 
a  building.  It  is  about  a  Univer- 
sity conducting  in  fact,  a  most  ur- 
ban of  missions:  Gentrification. 
To  clarify,  I  will  borrow  Webster's 
words:"the  process  of  renewal  ac- 
companying the  influx  of  middle- 
class  people  into  deteriorating  ar- 
eas that  often  displaces  earlier,  usu. 
poorer  residents".  In  other  words, 
let  us  tear  downlthe  projects  and 
build  a  mall,  only  that  today  it  is 
just  one  building,  and  tomorrow  it 
will  be  called  Davenport  Com- 
mons. Before  there  was  West 
Campus,  it  was  the  building  that 
stood  between  the  NU  border  and 
the  darkness  outside  the  light. 
Getting  there  was  a  hike,  at  times 
inconvenient,  even  if  it  provided 
a  refuge.  There  were  pleas  to  help 
a  building  that  was  falling  apart 
little  by  little,  anger  even,  when  a 
lot  of  focus  went  to  the  Latino 
Cultural  Center.  I  was  not  here 
thirty  years  ago  but  in  my  mind 
live  eight  students  who  believed 
in  what  this  building  could  do  for 
them  and  their  people,  and  when 
the  administration  then  presented 


them  with  a  building  in  the  out- 
skirts of  campus  that  had  the  po- 
tential to  indeed  fall  apart,  they 
said  'Thank  you.  We'll  take  it." 
And  into  it  they  poured  their  sweet 
sweat  and  tears.  Today  you  say 
"Who  knew.  This  is  a  great  loca- 
tion. Nice  work.  It  won't  go  to 
waste,  we'll  incorporate  it  into  the 
university,  continue  our  urban  mis- 
sion." You  too  have  a  vision. 

We  could  all  invoke  the  history 
of  a  people,  of  a  struggle.  To  those 
who  understand,  I  remind  you  of 
Dr.  Cornell  West's  words:  "Never 
give  up  because  there's  joy  in  the 
struggle...  and  as  long  as  we  can 
sustain  that  spirit  of  resistance, 
whether  we  can  win  tomorrow,  or 
win  further  down  the  line,  or 
maybe  in  the  end  not  win  the  ma- 
jor Victory,  but  win  small  ones  on 
the  way,  we  should  never  give 
up...  because  the  folk  who  came 
before  who  gave  so  much,  they 
didn't  do  it  for  nothing."  They 
didn't  do  it  for  nothing.  It  is  as 
much  about  them  as  it  is  about  a 
building:  our  building. 

Luisa  Fernanda  Melo 
Alumn  Class  of  2000 


Freedom  without  equality  is  not 
enough. ..It's  about  equity  and 
parity,  as  opposed  to  welfare 
charity. 

-Jesse  Jackson  J[  \J 


SOUL  SPEECH 


Revolulion 

Revolution,  revolution,  revolution/ 
whose  revolution  is  this?/ 
Will  you 

wake  up  or  will  you  sleep  through  it/ 
My  mind  and  emotions  are  spinning 
and  searching  and  battling  them/ 
Them,  who  you  ask?/ 
They,  the  people  who  should  be  fighting 
in  the  revolution/ 

They  the  ones  that  look  like  you  and  me/ 
They  who  are  missing  their  chance  to 
join  the  revolution/ 

Not  a  physical  revolt,  but  the  revolution 

with  the  mind  on  the  front  line/ 

Thereis  no  time/ 

While  you  sit  back  and  recline/ 

Our  race  is  being  labeled  farfrom  divine/ 

Can  you  hear  me?/ 

We  are  running  out  of  time/ 

Revolution,  revolution,  revolulion  of  the 

mind. 

By  Dana  Benton 

Confmcd 

We've  had  many  nights  of  pleasure 
But  now  I'm  sufTerin'  endless  days  of  pain 
Weeks  without  you  is  driving  me  insane 
It  hurts. ,  .you  not  being  here  by  my  side 

Why  me? 
I  vision  you  so  vividly 
Deep  in  my  mind 
In  my  intimate  thou^ts 
Only  time  can  reveal  what  is  yet  to  be- 
come 

I'm  sad 

1  remember  u... 

I  imagine  your  face 

Every  bit  of  you  all  in  place 


Sister  SoiOjah's 
The  Coldest  Winter  Ever 

"How  is  this  bitch  supposed  to 
help  the  community  when  she 
don't  know  how  to  rock  her  shi!? 
I  checked  her  arm  no  Rolex.  not 
even  aTimex,  nothing.  No  weight 
on  her  neck,  nothing.  Her  hairdo 
was  phat  but  that  don't  mean  noth- 
ing when  you  don't  know  how  to 
accessorize"  -  Winter  Santiaga 
(her  voice  is  the  strength  and  voice 
of  this  novel).  Money,  sex,  mu- 
sic, drugs  and  fashion  defines  the 
Hfe  of  an  aggressive  project  girl 
from  Brooklyn.  I  did  a  book  re- 
view on  a  novel  titled:  The  Cold- 
est Winter  Ever,  by  Sister  Souljah. 
What  makes  this  story  so  realistic 
is  it's  ability  to  capture  the  life  of 
real  people  growing  up  in  the  dan- 
gerous streets  of  Brooklyn  (or  any 
inner  city  streets). 

This  novel  touches  issues  such 
as  overcoming  teenage  pregnancy, 
farther-less  households,  and  drug 
use  in  African  American  commu- 
nities. Sister  Souljah  urges  young 
African  American  women  to  stand 
up  to  men  in  iheir  lives,  abstain 
from  drugs  and  to  practice  safe 


A  fragment,  a  figure  but  those  are  only 
shapes 

I  miss  you 
How  can  I  explain  what  1  am  feeling? 
How  can  I  express  my  broken  heart? 
But  for  now  Tm  trying  to  clear  up  all  this, 
this... confusion? 

Trying  to  erase  any  thoughts  or  visions 
resembling  your  face 
And  hinder  any  memory  of  you  from  con- 
fiiscd  mind 

II  hurts 

My  reasons  for  wanting  you  and  needing 
you 

Here  with  me.  just  the  breath  next  lo  me 

Is  so  unexplainable 

Resisting  you  is  like  a  sin 

While  at  the  same  time  wanting  you  would 

be  a  lethal  mistake 

Going  back  to  you  is  like 

The  same  process  of  hurt  over  and  over 

again 

You  are  beginning  to  become  an 
Unreliable  source 
How  can  I  turn  away  from  you? 
Try  to  resist  you? 

Move  on  to  something.. .BETTER? 
Why? 

Why  is  it  so  hard  to  let  go? 
I'm... 

I'm... 

CONFUSED? 
By:  Nikeesba  Bruce 


Circle  of  Smoke 


I  live  my  life  in  a  Circle  of  Smoke — 
hovered  above  my  head . . .  destroying  all 
hope 


I  try  to  escape  and  live  my  life — 
But  for  some  reason  or  another. — 
Things  don't  seem  to  go  right... — 
a  poke  lo  set  me  free — 
And  at  the  same  time  re-enler  this  circle 
That's  destroying  me — 
My  mind  when  high  is  full  of  thought — 
Telling  myself  "I  really  ought  not"'— 
But  as  time  goes  by..and  the  stress  build 
I  rolls  up  a  joint,  like  I  don't  give  a  — 
I  smoke  and  I  smokes  and  I  smokes  till 
I'm  high — 

Tlien  lakes  a  look  in  tlie  mirror  and 
begin  to  cry — 

within  myself  is  a  person  of  valor — 
But  within  this  circle,  I  am  one  who's 
been  stattered — 

My  hopes  and  my  dreams  1  puts  on 
hold- 
er a  puff  of  that  smoke,  The  Dopeman 
conffols — 

One  day  in  my  life,  I  WillRise  up 
again — 

And  bring  this  Circle  Of  Smoke. ..lo  an 
end! 

-Anonymous 


BLACK  LOVE 

"Moonlight,  Candlelight 
Walkin'  down  the  river 
feelings 

Black  Love  is... 
from  the  heart 
from  the  soul" 

"Hearts  afraid  to  venture 
to  loose  confrol 
Black  Love... 


Reading  Between  The  Lines 


sex.  These  are  issues  that  plague 
the  black  community.  This  is  not 
like  your  ordinary  novel.  Novels 
these  days  ijsually  are  not  bold 
enough  to  touch  on  scandalous  is- 
sues. They  sugarcoat  real  life  by 
not  addressing  such  issues  as  pro- 
miscuous sex.  Most  authors  cover 
up  how  women  use  their  beauty 
to  gain  social  status  and  create 
characters  performing  "superhu- 
man feats"  of  rescue.  This  book 
gives  deep  insight  into  the  world 
of  a  female  who  is  too  ignorant  to 
see  beyond  the  monarchy  of  her 
own  hand.  This  book  puts  the 
reader  into  the  mind-set  of  Winter 
Santiaga.  Sister  Souljah  put  the 
whole  mentality  of  "said"  females 
into  perspective.  As  Winter  nar- 
rates her  own  story,  the  psycholo- 
gies behind  her  actions  are  more 
evident,  showing  how  her  own 
narrow-minded  views  effected 
how  she  behaved  and  how  others 
behaved  toward  her.  This  makes 
the  ending  both  expected  and  un- 
expected. This  book  tries  to  illus- 
trate how  young  females,  learn  to 
differentiate  between  trying  to  find 
their  place  (niche)  in  life.  This  is 


accomplished  by  sorting  out  the 
difference  in  being  a  girl,  a  young 
lady  and  a  true  woman;  making  the 
distinction  much  clearer  -  she 
(Winter  Santiaga)  was  NO 
WHERE  NEAR  being  a  young 
lady  in  any  way  what-so-ever! 
This  book  teaches  us  about  mak- 
ing long-  term  decisions  and  it 
gives  us  examples  of  how  some 
feel  it  is  necessary  to  survive.  As 
a  reader  I  learned  that  in  life  we 
must  all  lake  a  standpoint  in  life 
and  learn  how  to  examine  materi- 
alistic lifestyles  and  investigating 
self-destructive  behaviors  that 
plague  the  African  American  com- 
munity. In  my  opinion  this  book 
should  be  read  by  ail  young  black 
women  who  are  constantly  being 
oppressed  by  the  false  accusations 
that  are  being  made  by  a  society 
that  is  brainwashing  the  bothers 
and  sisters  in  the  inner  cities.  We 
all  have  a  purpose  in  life  and  each 
individual  counts  no  matter  what 
the  predicament.  In  life  we  must 
all  learn  that  if  you  live  the  fast 
life  it's  only  good  for  a  while  but 
before  you  know  it  will  all  come 
to  and  end.  This  book  is  a  graphic 


So  heavy  in  its  deep  darkness 

a  darkness  whose  light 

has  never  shone  on  my  face 

Hearts  of  liquid  red 

Intertwining 

within  each  other's 

Bed  of  blackness..." 

By  Toni  Bee  and  Philip  Yard 


"SALUTE  TO  THE  NEGRO 
MALE" 

To  you  he  may  only  be 
a  massive,  dark,  obscure, 
rugged 

&  sexually  devious  individual. 

You  cannot  differentiate  his 
silhouette 

from  his  person. 
His  soul  &  that  what  makes 
him  "human" 

goes  unseen  &  unheard  by  you 

&  those  hkeyou. 
His  vast  intellect  &  magnetic 

personality 
roams  vaguely  in  the  shadows 
of  your  -  ethnocentric  -  sense 

of  being. 

To  me,  he's  the  divine 
defmition  of  life 
he  amplifies  existence, 
he's  riveted  with  feeling. 

He's  supreme  beauty  among 
all  the  things 

you  deem  ugly, 

&  resilience  that  won't  quit 

even  aHeiyou 've  declared  his 
defeat. 


Soul  Speech  cont.  pg  11 


description  of  how  life  can  treat 
you  when  the  right  moves  are 
made  and  how  it  can  stab  you  in 
the  back  and  twist  the  knife  when 
you  make  the  wrong  ones. 

In  today's  society  children  (par- 
ticularly the  young  female  youths) 
"STATUS"  is  measured  with  fad- 
dish material  objects.  What  hap- 
pens is  youths  give  into  tempta- 
tions of  wanting  to  have  brand 
name  clothes  and  as  a  result  in 
these  inner  city  streets,  individu- 
als detour  towards  the  quickest 
way  to  make  money  or  get  what 
you  think  you  need.  This  is  usu- 
ally stealing  and  selling  drugs. 

This  is  a  "Must  Read  Novel",  it's 
like  a  drug  so  commonly  used  that 
it  draws  a  customer  back  to  the 
merchant.  I  must  say  this  is  one  of 
the  best  books  1  have  read  (not  to 
mention  I  read  a  lot  of  books).  I 
recommend  this  book  especially  to 
young  black  females  who  think 
material  things  are  what  they  need 
to  be  somebody  in  society. 

-Nikeesha  U.  Bruce 


EDUTAINMENT  II 


Soul  Speech  from  pg  lo 


Around  the  Globe  from  pg  4 


He's  power  &  strength  beyond 
any 

that  you  7/  ever  posses; 
he  has  experienced  real 
sdvei^ity, 

overstands  the  root  of  your 

hatred 

&  his  pain. 

His  efTervcscent  spirit  of 
progress  &  success 

is  so  contagious  that  it 
elevates 

my  broken  down 
woman-hood  beyond  it's  limits 

to  a  place  where  il  is  free  & 
able  to  fly  again. 

He  has  tiny  dreamy  eyes 
that  dance  on  clouds 
foreseeing  much  more  than  if 
he  were  to  have 
bigger  crystal-clear  blue  ones  • 
like  yours. 

He  has  large  callused 

hands 

that  intimidate,  as  you 
secretly  inquire 

&  try  lo  resolve  the 
mystery  laced  within  the  lines 
of  them. 

When  I  can  tell  you  better  than 
anyone, 

even  he's  loving  mother. 

that  the  only  mystery  I  know  is: 

That  those  hands 
provide  stability  and  serenity, 

they're  filled  with 
sensitivity  &  security, 

that  calms  me  on  many 
restless  nights. 

They  caress  my  body  with  light 

hearted  passion, 

fire  runs  through  them. 

They  insure  that  1  have  a  humble 

home 

filled  with  love; 

&  they've  even  stopped  tears. . . 

To  me,  he  may  be  too  much. 

He  may  even  be  more  than  he  really 

is. 

But  his  light  will  never  dim  nor  fade; 

as  long  as  I'm  around, 

you  will  never  succeed  in  braking 

him 

down 

unlike  you 

I  believe  that  he  is; 

I  believe  that  he  can  &  will 

be: 

I  understand  how  &  who  he 


He's  a  penon, 
an  individual, 
a  glorious  being, 
a  fine  Black  Man! 


By  Sioney  Roach 


The  Coining 

Birthcd  from  sorts  of  love  and  promise 

I  emerged 

Like  an  imperialist 

Not  knowing  the  origins  of  knowledge 
But,  wanting  to  exploit  everything  1  saw 
Acquired  souls  from  the  street  market 
Everyday  in  everyway 
Blinded  from  this  painful  darkness 
Boxed  up  by  mental  &  spiritual 
knuckles  from  righteous  beings 
Tears  drip  and  drop  just  because 
Standing  there  bruised  up 
Visiblity  on  one  side 
Awakening  while  in  dustslorms 
Trucking  back  lo  the  city  through 
Sahara  type  heat 

Shroud  in  one  hand  &  determination  in 
the  other 

By  Joseph  J.  Banda 


The  Going 

Sitting  here  full  of  pain 
Despair 

tears  causing  rain 
From  my  veins 
[bleed 

Thinking  of  my  dear  love  in  need 
Future  seeds  to  whom  I  give  all 
My  life,  my  word  at  first  call 
Raw  is  how  I       the  truth 
Stripping  rage  from  silver  spooned 
youth 

Like  Caruth  on  the  stand 

It  wasn't  me  Lord,  try  lo  understand 

in  a  pan  my  persona  lies 

Hot,  simmered  from  unvengefui  eyes 

Tried  to  bum  this  here,  my  inner  fuel 

That  drives  me  to  think  &  duel 

Lucifer  is  cruel  if  you  don'l  have  self 

Who  am  I,  do  you  know  me  Delk 

If  not  fear  from  the  lombs 

1  said  no,  but  it's  her  womb 

With  a  comb  to  brush  the  attitude 

Hearing  footsteps  chasing  me 

Chasing  me 

And  I  can'l  seem  to  get  away 
By  Joseph  J.  Banda 


DL  Hughley  at  the  Comedy 
Connection 


Earlier  this  month ,  D.L.  Hughley, 
the  star  of  UPN's 
"The  Hughley's" 
and  one  of  the 
Original  Kings  of 
Comedy  graced  the 
stage  of  Boston's 
Comedy  Connec- 
tion in  Faneuil 
Hall.  Hughley  kept 
the  audience 
laughng  until  it  hurt 
with  his  trademark 
style  ol  comedy 
that  covered  every- 
thing from  relation- 
ships to  race  rela- 
tions. Those  in  at- 
tendance who  were  brave  enough 
lo  be  sitting  in  the  front  rows,  were 
not  spared  from  Hughley's  unique 


form  of  audience  participation, 
which  put  the 
spotlight  on  those 
people  who 
thought  they  had 
left  the  house 
"dressed  to  im- 
press". Hughley 
turned  in  a  great 
pe  r f  orm  an  c  e 
which  show 
cased  his  come- 
dic  talents.  He 
continues  to  lour 
around  the  coun- 
try and  can  be 
seen  this  Spring 
starring  along 
side  Bill  Bellamy  and  Morris 
Cheslnut  in  "The  Brothers." 

-Naa-Solo  Teltey 


ceived  notices  earlier  this  month 
informing  them  they  would  be 
docked  three  days'  pay  for  walk- 
ing off  the  job  Nov.  29  to  Dec.  ! 
in  support  of  a  teacher  charged 
with  manslaughter  for  a  student's 
death  in  her  classroom. 

HARARE,  ZIMBABWE— 
Former  President  Canaan  Banana, 
who  was  jailed  for  sodomy  in 
1999,  was  freed  January  29,  four 
months  early  after  receiving  time 
off  for  good  behavior,  said  prison 
authorities. 

Banana,  64,  was  released 
from  a  prison  hospital  outside 
Harare  where  he  was  being  treated 
for  high  blood  pressure.  The  Meth- 
odist minister  and  professor  of  the- 
ology served  as  ceremonial  presi- 
dent of  Zimbabwe  after  indepen- 
dence in  1980  until  1987,  when 
that  post  was  abolished  and  then- 
Prime  Minister  Robert  Mugabe 
became  executive  president. 

He  was  convicted  in  1 999  on 
1 1  counts  of  sodomy  and  abusing 
his  power  to  rape,  assault  and  carry 
out  "unnatural  acts"  with  men, 
most  of  whom  were  on  his  presi- 
dential staff.  Homosexual  acts  are 
illegal  in  Zimbabwe. 


DO  YOU 
KNOW? 

Carter  G.  Woodson 
(1875-1950) 

Founder  of  Black  History 
Month 

Carter  Godwin  Woodson,  the  fa- 
ther of  "Black  History."  was  bom 
on  December  19.  1875  in  New 
Canton,  Virginia.  Despite  the  pio- 
neering efforts  of  many  Black 
writers  and  scholars,  the  system- 
atic treatment  of  Black  history 
was  not  achieved  until  1915  when 
Carter  G.  Woodson,  an  ex-coal 
miner  and  school  teacher,  orga- 
nized the  Association  for  the 
Study  of  Negro  Life  and  History. 
Over  the  years,  the  still  thriving 
association  has  published  many 
important  volumes  in  the  field  of 
Black  history.  In  1916,  Dr. 
Woodson  started  The  Journal  of 
Negro  History,  a  scholarly  reposi- 
tory of  research  which  is  used  by 
students  of  history  throughout  the 
world.  He  initiated  the  observance 
of  Black  History  Week  in  1926. 
Eleven  years  later  the  association 
began  the  publication  of  The  Ne- 
gro History  Bulletin,  a  more  popu- 
lar vehicle  for  disseminating  the 
findings  for  scholars  and  research- 
ers. "Dr.  Woodson  fimily  believed 
that  the  achievements  of  Blacks 
properly  set  forth  will  crown  him 
as  a  factor  in  ihe  early  human 
progress  and  a  maker  of  modem 
civilization."  His  life  and  work  are 
eloquent  testimonies  to  thai  belief 
He  died  on  April  13.  1950. 


(♦)  INDIA  -A  devastating 
earthquake  measuring  7.9  on  the 
Richter  scale  hit  India  on  January 
26  nearly  flattening  two  major  In- 
dian towns.  Estimates  by  officials 
and  aid  workers  range  from  15,000 
to  100.000  dead  throughout  the 
nation. 

Officially,  the  Gujarat  state 
government  says  7,148  bodies 
have  been  counted  throughout  the 
state,  including  5,727  in  Bhuj  and 
Anjar,  both  towns  were  fully  de- 
stroyed. Bhuj  had  a  population  of 
1 50,000,  while  Anjar  was  home  to 
80.000  people. 

The  World  Bank  said  that  it 
would  release  $300  million  imme- 
diately affer  India  asked  it  for  $  1 
billion  in  reconstruction  aid.  Brit- 
ain pledged  10  million  pounds  to 
fund  emergency  relief  work.  The 
United  States  government  says  its 
disaster  response  team  is  part  of 
$5  million  in  aid  it  has  pledged  to 
help  India  recover. 

INFORMATION  FROM 
THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES. 
REUTERS,  THE  ASSOCIATED 
PRESS,  AFRO-AMERIC@, 
AND  CNN  WERE  USED  TO 
COMPILE  THESE  BRIEFS. 

-Compiled  By  Tania  Dall 
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1)  The  Debt:  What  America  Owes  Blacks: 
by  Randall  Robinson 

2)  The  Coldest  Winter  Ever:  by  Sista 
Souljah 

3)  For  the  Love  of  Money:  by  Omar  Tyree 

4)  Maximize  the  Moment:  by  T.D.Jakes 

5)  Souls  of  My  Sisters:  by  Dawn  Daniels 
and  Candace  Sady 


EDUTAINMENT  12 


Concert  Review 

Jill  Scott  plays  Avalon 


Hello  beautiful  people. 

It's  Ms.  Nubian,  new  and  proud 
member  of  the  ONYX  Informer 
created  specifically  for  our  people 
of  color.  I  am  here  to  give  advice, 
lay  it  down,  and  tell  it  like  it  is.  If 
you  have  a  concern,  don't  be  shy. 
Bring  it  up.  Take  care.  Peace  and 
blessings. 
-N 

Dear  Ms.  Nubian, 

I  am  a  first  year  student  here  at 
Northeastern,  and  I'm  already  hav- 
ing problems  with  my  new  room- 
mate. She  complains  to  everyone 
else  in  the  building  except  for  me 
about  how  rude  and  noisy  the  few 
friends  that  I've  made  here  are. 
She  has  spoken  to  the  RD  about  it 
and  now  we  have  to  have  some 
sort  of  'conference'. 

Miss  Understood 

First  year.  Chemistry  Major 


Dear  Miss  Understood, 

Hey.  I  know  it's  hard  enough 
making  friends  on  NU's  campus 
let  alone  keeping  them  here  at  NU. 
However,  I  also  know  that  in  or- 
der for  you  to  grow  and  succeed 
here,  you're  living  situation  needs 
to  be  comfortable.  Your  roommate 
may  be  annoyed  but  if  she's  not 
talking  to  you,  that  is  a  problem. 
Stand  up  for  yourself.  Calmly  and 
rationally  speak  to  her  one  on  one 
about  the  situation.  If  she  has  any 
complaints,  hear  her  out.  How- 
ever, if  you've  had  any  complaints, 
this  is  not  the  time  to  wild  out  on 
her.  Keepyourcoolandseeifyou 
can  work  it  out.  Just  remember, 
whatever  you  do,  try  not  to  throw 
her  plant  out  of  the  window! 

Ms.  Nubian 

onvxnubian  @  vahoo.com 
Often  imitated.  Never  duplicated 


Hypertension  from  pg  7 


salt  retention  in  the  kidney  leads 
to  high  blood  pressure  and  com- 
plications. Yet,  the  genetic  connec- 
tion is  only  a  minor  part  to  this 
problem.  Diets  high  in  cholesterol 
contribute  to  the  plaque  build-up 
on  the  artery  walls,  and  the  kid- 
ney cannot  filter  foods  high  in  salt. 
In  addition,  smoking,  alcohol  and 
low  activity  contribute  to  poor  ba- 
sic function  of  the  human  body, 
which  results  in  hypertension. 
Lack  of  awareness  by  both  the 
physician  and  die  patient  contrib- 
ute to  the  poor  regulation  of  blood 
pressure.  There  is  a  lack  of  educa- 
tion for  people  who  can  potentially 
be  affected  by  this  disease. 

Unlike  many  illnesses,  hyperten- 
sion is  a  disease  that  can  be  pre- 
vented and  regulated.  What  can  an 
individual  do?  First,  find  a  physi- 
cian that  is  going  to  be  interested 
in  your  health  care,  whether  you 
are  White,  Black,  Spanish  or  Asian 
and  that  will  realize  that  you  have 


different  needs  than  the  person  sit- 
ting next  to  you.  Also  your  doctor 
should  cater  to  these  specific 
needs.  Secondly,  educate  yourself 
to  the  health  issues  that  aiTect  you 
and  your  lifestyle.  Specifically  for 
hypertension,  have  regular  check- 
ups with  your  physicians  and  have 
your  blood  pressure  measured.  If 
you  are  overweight,  start  a  weight 
loss  program.  Participate  in  aero- 
bic exercises  such  as  jogging,  bi- 
cycling, swimming  or  fast  paced 
walking.  Reduce  the  amount  of 
salt  consumed.  Cook  without  salt 
and  season  with  spices.  Avoid  fast 
food,  i.e.  pizza,  hamburger,  hot 
dogs,  fried  chicken  and  frozen 
meals.  Lastly  and  most  impor- 
tantiy,  remember  it  is  never  too  late 
to  take  care  of  your  body,  whether 
you  are  in  college  or  in  you  sev- 
enties. Education  and  early  pre- 
vention is  the  key  to  avoiding  hy- 
pertension and  is  the  key  to  a 
healthy  future. 


It  appeared  as  though  a  Harlem 
night  had  been  transported  onto  a 
do\vntown  street  in  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts. African-Americans 
and  various  other  ethnicity's  took 
a  hold  of  Landsdown  St.,  filling 
lines  that  appeared  to  loop  around 
the  entire  city,  all  in  the  name  of  a 
new  neo-soul  phenomenon,  Jill 
Scott. 

The  lines  moved  fairly  quickly, 
and  Avalon,  the  chosen  venue  of 
the  night's  performance,  filled  up 
just  the  same.  The  ages  of  those 
crowded  on  the  dance  floor,  at  the 
bar,  and  in  the  balcony  ranged 
from  1970*s  Soul  Glow  to  the 
post-Millennium  Bling-BIing,  but, 
amongst  all  of  them  was  the  ex- 
citement and  anticipation  of  a  mu- 
sic that  had  unexpectedly  bonded 
them  all  together. 
As  most  concerts,  the  7  p.m.  start 
time  moved  well  passed  7:30,  soon 
into  the  8  O'clock  hour,  and  even- 
tually Scott's 
fans  became  a 
bit  restless. 
Chants  broke  out 
among  the  group 
in  hopes  that 
their  enthusiasm 
would  carry  her 
to  the  stage.Sur- 
p  r  i  s  i  n  g  I  y 
enough,  Jill 
Scott  does  come 
out,  wearing  a 
huge  smile,  and 
is  greeted  with  a 
thunderous  ap- 
plause. 

She  teased  the  audience  with  an 
a  cappella  version  of  Slick  Rick's 
and  Doug  E.  Fresh's  La  De  Da  De 
for  the  younger  fans  and  the  theme 
song  to  Fat  Albert  for  the  older 
ones.  Eventually,  she  abandons  her 
audience,  leaving  them  to  ponder 
whether  or  not  the  show  would  be 
as  entertaining  as  her  introduction. 

It  was. 

As  we  looked  up  toward  Jill 
Scott  singing  her  soul  out,  to  her 
band  and  back-up  singers,  the  awe 
in  our  eyes  and  the  smiles  on  our 
faces  was  evidence  that  she.  had 
successfully  captivated  all  of  us. 

Jill  opened  the  show  with  her 
latest  single.  A  Long  Walk,  and 
performed  various  versions  of  the 
other  songs  on  her  Grammy  nomi- 
nated album,  "Who  is  Jill  Scott?" 
In  the  middle  of  the  show,  she 
rested  her  powerful  voice  and  al- 
lowed her  band,  consisting  of  a 
trumpet  player,  a  trumbone  player, 
a  percussionist,  a  keyboardist,  and 
a  drummer,  to  show  off  their  skills. 
Every  head  nodded  to  their 
rhythm,  their  flow  causing  the 
mind  to  fleetingly  wish  for  the  res- 
urrection of  the  Jazz  Age. 

Jill  returned  to  the  stage,  intro- 
ducing each  member  of  her  band 
by  name,  and  then  completed  her 
seduction  of  the  audience.  She 
sang  lovingly,  expressing  her  cur- 


rent emotional  state,  while  show- 
ing off  a  diamond  engagement  ring 
that  could  have  blinded  the 
bouncer  at  the  farthest  back  door. 
She  sang  controversially,  explain- 
ing how  her  song  Do  you  remem- 
ber me?  (1  think  that's  the  name  of 
it),  doesn't  refer  to  an  ex-boy- 
friend, but  to  those  black  men  that 
date  women  "who  don't  look  like 
their  mama"  and  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten the  connection,  whether  ro- 
mantically or  not,  to  the  African- 
American  woman. 

She  sang  with  a  sense  of  humor, 
describing  how  she  replaced  her 
caramel  complexioned,  6  foot-4 
inch  concubine  with  a  certain 
something  that  couldn't  hold  a 
conversation  or  walk  her  to  the 
movies,  but.  (ahem),  pleasured  her 
just  the  same. 

Throughout  it  all.  though,  she  sang 
beautifully,  allowing  all  those  in 
attendance  to  become  enveloped 
by  her  talent, 
by  her  world. 

After  doing 
the  last  song 
of  her  set,  she 
left  with  ev- 
eryone thirsty 
for  more.  The 
audience 
screamed  and 
cheered, 
clapped  and 
4  '  ^  whistled,  until 

Jill  returned 
M  with  a  note- 

book in  hand. 
She  blessed  the  mic,  reciting  a  so- 
cially conscious  poem,  using 
graphic  details  that  straightened 
the  backs  of  many  listeners.  When 
the  final  syllable  was  dropped, 
many  fists  flew  erect  into  the  air, 
in  resemblance  of  the  Black  Power 
symbol,  and  representative  of  ex- 
actly that. 

The  show  ended  shortly  there- 
after, with  her  thanking  Boston, 
and  waving  her  farewell.  The  large 
crowd  slowly  made  their  way  out 
into  the  cold,  February  air,  while 
the  good  time  just  had  still  warmed 
our  spirits.  Conversation  and  com- 
ments about  the  show  could  be 
heard  in  small  pockets  around 
Avalon,  but,  never  once  did  a  soul 
utter  the  question  "So.  Who  is  Jill 
Scott,  anyway?" 

She  introduced  herself  to  us  with 
her  debut  album,  thankfully  fur- 
thering that  by  spending  some 
quality  time  with  her  fans  in  Bos- 
ton. That  being  my  first  concert 
ever,  it  was  definitely  a  wonderful 
experience,  ignoring  the  occa- 
sional elbow  to  the  side  by  an 
overly  energetic  listener  or  the 
constant  shifting  of  a  crowd  too 
big  for  the  area  they  occupied. 
But,  to  simplify  this  review  to  the 
barest  essentials: 

We  Came 
We  Saw 
She  Conquered. 


The  ONYX  Hit  List 

10)  nimia:  A  \u  Day 
9)  Down  to  Eiirtli: 

Origi  iial  Motion 

PicturcStik 
8)  Outkast:  Stankonia 
7)  Sadc:  Lovers  Rock 
fi).ia  Rule:  Rule  3:36 
5)  Dave  Hollister:  Chicago 

'85...  The  Movie 
4)  Jill  Seott:  Who  is  Jill 

Scott? 
3)  Shaggy:  Hotshol 
2)  Lnkah  Badu:  Mama's 

(iun 

I )  Musiq  Soulchild: 
Aijnswanaseing 


Hater  (ha-ter)  n.  I.  One  who  ex- 
presses extreme  dislike  for  an  is- 
sue pertaining  to  anything  in  the 
inhabited  world.  2.  Term  used  In 
opposition  of  negative  criticism. 
Ex.  "You  think  I'm  ugly?  Stop 
being  a  hater."  Etymology: 
Ebonics,  originally  Player  Hater, 
and  then  shortened. 

I,  The  Hater,  have  returned.  I 
know  some  of  you  thought  that  it 
was  a  one-time  thing  and  that  you 
didn't  have  to  acknowledge  my 
existence  once  the  new  issue  came 
out.  Sorry  to  spoil  your  month  but 
that's  what  Haters  do.  First  off,  I 
guess  that  I  didn't  hate  to  my  fijll- 
est  potential  last  issue  because  I 
received  zero,  I  mean  ZERO, 
emails.  LetmejusttelIyou,yesit 
is  real,  so  that  is  a  bad  excuse. 
Why  would  I  tell  you  to  contact 
me  with  a  fake  email  address?  I 
guess  Black  people  aren't  as  com- 
puter savvy  as  I  thought.  1  would 
have  never  guessed  it  looking  at 
BlackPlanet.  It  seems  like  people 
learn  all  that  computer  technology 
just  so  they  can  put  a  picture  of 
themselves  with  no  shirt  on  or  in 
a  bathing  suit.  Don't  forget  that 
you  gotta  have  the  music  in  the 
background  so  that  you  definitely 
pull  mass  quantities  of  the  oppo- 
site sex.  It'sjust  a  breeding  ground 
for  cyber-pimps.  C'mon.  Any- 
body who  puts  that  much  effort 
into  a  webpage  just  to  get  a  date 
gotta  be  crazy,  so  just  a  word  of 
advice.  Ifyou  like  normal  people. 


meet  them  in  person.  I  don't  mean 
to  hate  on  any  of  you  Internet  lov- 
ers (yes  1  do),  but  you're  corny. 

Speaking  of  but's,  where  the  hell 
did  Jennifer  Lopez  hide  hers?  Se- 
riously, did  she  let  somebody  bor- 
row it  while  she  practices  to  be 
white?  1  know  she  said  love  don't 
cost  a  thing,  but  that  a$$  was  price- 
less. 1  think  she  needs  to  go  back 
to  the  Bronx,  because  I  heard  it's 
in  the  water  there.  Every  TV/ 
movie  appearance  had  brothers 
fiending  for  just  a  glimpse,  and 
when  she  finally  gives  in,  it's  gone. 
I  know  her  family  must  be  so 
ashamed  of  her  being  that  she  is  a 
Boriqua.  You  know  they  always 
represent  ft-om  the  backside.  Oh 
well,  if  you  feel  the  way  1  feel  and 
you  want  to  do  something  about 
it,  I  suggest  tracking  down  the 
plastic  surgeon  that  removed  30% 
of  her  body  weight  and  hold  him 
at  gunpoint  til  he  puts  it  back  to- 
gether. So,  until  one  of  you  actu- 
ally goes  ahead  and  acts  on  my 
crazy  thought,  I'll  be  in  my  room 
watching  "Selena"  and  "Money 
Train"  reminiscing  on  what  once 
was. 

While  I  reminisce  on  that,  I  think 
I'll  reminisce  on  when  Common 
was  normal,  too.  Most  of  you 
probably  just  recently  heard  of 
him,  but  he  was  not  always  this 
strange.  There  was  a  time  when 
he  actually  dressed  normal  and 
didn't  make  videos  that  looked 
like  the  Jackson  5  reunion.  But 
now  he  wants  to  make  a  video  for 


The  Sound  of  Musiq 

Philadelphia  native,  MUSIQ 
SOULCHILD,  epitomizes  the 
starving  artist  that  is  determined 
to  get  his  music  heard.  His  criti- 
cally acclaimed  debut, 
Aijuswanaseing,  is  potent  through 
words  of  artistry.  It  possesses 
music  and  lyrics  that  deliver  with 
an  emotional  rawness  and  purity 
that  are  rare  in  a  debut  album. 

Coming  from  the  brotherly- love 
city  of  Philadelphia,  where  roots 
from  jazz  to  hip-hop  run  deep, 
Musiq  Soulchild  discovered  the 
blueprints  to  his  own  aural  foun- 
dation. 

From  awestruck  to  melancholy, 
blissful  to  sorrowful,  the  smnning 
Aijuswanaseing  is  overflowing 
with  the  naked  power  of  Musiq's 


electric  emotions.  "I  feel  blessed 
to  be  making  music  at  this  time, 
because  there  is  definitely  a  renais- 
sance going  on  in  my  soul." 

One's  interpretation  of  any  given 
track  can  allow  them  to  feel  as  if 
the  little  man  in  the  box  is  singing 
to  them.  Musiq  admits  that  he 
mixes  his  experiences  and  just 
tries  to  "keep  the  lyrics  as  real  as 
possible . .  .this  is  my  form  of  com- 
municating with  the  world."  His 
own  father  also  sang  and  played 
the  saxophone.  Having  tliat  direct 
influence  and  growing  lost  in  the 
grooves  of  Stevie  Wonder,  Patti 
LaBelle,  Sly  Stone  and  counUess 
others,  Musiq  admits,  "After  that 
experience,  all  1  knew  is...I 
wanted  to  sing." 

-Alithea  Casimir 


"Gelo  Heaven"  sitting  on  a  planet 
dressed  like  a  damn  fool.  Where 
can  you  even  find  a  turtleneck/ 
hoody/tanktop/knit  sweater  WITH 
a  hat  to  match?  I  guess  Erykah 
really  turned  him  out.  She  had  that 
brother  Ore  from  Outkast  dressing 
like  he  was  in  Fraggle  Rock,  so  1 
guess  whatever  she  has  got  men 
looking  at  the  world  a  lot  differ- 
ent. It's  probably  because  she's  a 
vegetarian.  That's  one  person  I 
can't  hate  on  though.  I'm  sorry  I 
just  can't.  She's  doing  her  thing. 
But,  I  think  she  is  the  one  who 
stole  Jennifer  Lopez's  behind  and 
is  wearing  it  around  town.  I'm  not 
lying,  she's  holding  it  down. 
The  people  I  can  hate  on  though, 
are  the  females  who  took  Erykah 's 
whole  steez.  I'm  talking  about  the 
sisters  (and  even  white  females 
nowadays)  that  wear  the 
headwraps  claiming  righteous- 
ness, when  the  only  real  reason 
you  got  material  twisted  around 
your  head  is  to  cover  the  perm  you 
just  realized  was  a  product  of 
Eurocentric  brainwashing  or  the 
hair  you  didn't  have  time  to  do 
because  you  were  late  for  class. 
Maybe  if  you  go  out  of  the  house 
to  somewhere  other  than  a  poetry 
reading  where  everyone  looks  like 
you,  you  might  not  think  it  was  so 
cool.  Ight,  that's  that  for  this 
month.  If  you  wanna  cry  about 
how  I  shouldn't  be  so  rude,  email 
me  at  hater@smokinweed.com 
and  I'll  gladly  respond,  "SHUT 
UP!"  Peace. 


APS 


We've  all  heard  them  before. 
Snaps  come  from  all  different 
angles,  and  they'll  talk  about  ev- 
eryone from  your  ugly  mama  or 
girl,  your  raggedy  possessions  and 
you.  We're  giving  out  FREE 
CD*s  to  people  who  can  give  us 
their  best  Snaps.  Yes  I  did  say 
FREE.  These  CD's  are  a  must  for 
every  collection.  So  in  order  to  gel 
these  FREE  CD's  just  e-mail  us 
at  ony\informer@yahoo.com, 
and  let  us  know  what  you  got. 

Just  to  start  you  off... see  if  you 
can  top  these: 

"Your  car  is  so  old,  they  stole 
the  Club  and  left  the  car." 
**Your  breath  smells  so  bad, 
people  on  the  phone  hang 
up." 


For  those  who  are  familiar  with 
Hollister's  first  album,  "Ghetto 
Hymns,"  which  spawned  several 
hits  including  "Baby  Mama 
Drama",  "Cant  Stay",  and  "My 
Favorite  Girt",  his  latest  effort  can 
be  described  as  more  mellow  and 
reflective. 
The  alterna- 
tively rugged 
and  sensitive 
tenor  engulfs 
himself  in  a 
melodious 
combination 
of  mid  and 
down-tempo 
songs  about 
falling  in  love 
and  the  pro- 
cess of  trying 
to  stay  there. 
With  a  richly 

textured  voice  and  a  brazen,  soul- 
ful sound,  Hollister  sets  himself 
apart  from  the  sometimes  overpro- 
duced and  raunchy  R&B  of  today. 

The  title  "Chicago  '85. ..The 
Movie"  refers  to  a  period  in 
Hollister's  life  when  he  found  out 
some  information  concerning  his 
family,  which  lead  him  to  get  in- 


DAV^LLISTER 


volved  with  gang-banging  and 
other  forms  of  rebellion.  How- 
ever, while  recording  the  album 
Hollister  says  "that  he  fell  in  love 
with  his  wife  all  over  again," 
which  caused  the  album  to  go  in  a 
different  direction.  Hollister  says 
that  "this  album 
is  a  message  to 
the  brothers 
about  taking 
care  of  your  girl, 
staying  focused 
on  what  is  im- 
portant, and 
keeping  God  in 
front  of  you." 

From  the  all 
too  familiar  rela- 
tionship de- 
picted on  the 

 lead  single  "One 

Woman  Man"  to 
the  solemn  and  emotion  filled  bal- 
lads "I'm  Not  Complete"  and 
"Take  Care  of  Home".  Dave 
Hollister  has  proven  that  "Chicago 
'85. ..The  Movie"  is  a  refreshing 
take  on  authentic  soul. 

-  Naa-Solo  Tettey 
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ONYX  HEALTH  FACTS 


Heavy  smokers  are  at  an  increased  risk  of  developing  the 
painful  joint  disease  rheumatoid  arthritis 

A  recent  study  found  that  extremely  low-fat  diets  are 
hnked  to  a  doubled  risk  for  a  rare  type  of  stroke  in  women 
with  high  blood  pressure. 

A  new  report  suggests  that  a  protein  called  BAG- 1  might 
predict  the  long-term  survival  of  women  with  early-stage 
breast  cancer.  The  studies  have  shown  that  women  whose 
breast  tumors  had  high  amounts  of  BAG-1  had  an  81% 
chance  of  living  10  years,  while  women  whose  tumors 
did  not  have  the  protein  only  had  a  50%  chance. 

A  newly  patented  electronic  implant  could  deliver  orgasms 
at  the  push  of  a  button.  The  surgery  involves  an  opera- 
tion on  the  woman's  spine.  The  surgery  uses  electrical 
pulses  delivered  through  implanted  electrodes  in  the  spine 
to  modify  pain  signals  passing  along  the  nerves.  The 
stimulating  device  will  be  implanted  in  one  of  the  but- 
tocks and  operated  by  remote  control! 

Hospital  staff  and  visitors  can  help  significantly  reduce 
the  risk  of  potentially  deadly  fungal  infections  in  patients 
with  weakened  immune  systems  by  covering  their  cloth- 
ing with  hospital-laundered  garments.  The  fungus  is 
known  as  Asperigillus  fungi  and  are  airborne  molds  found 
in  all  environments  and  do  not  normally  affect  healthy 
individuals.  However,  studies  suggest  that  spores  are  re- 
sponsible for  40%  of  deaths  among  leukemia,  chemo- 
therapy, organ  transplant,  and  AIDS  patients. 

All  young  women  up  to  the  age  of  25  should  screen  them- 
selves fir  chlamydial  infection  at  least  twice  a  year.  Al- 
most 4000  women  between  the  ages  of  12-60  sexually 
active  women  were  tested  for  chlamydia  in  Baltimore 


clinic  and  one  in  three  women  under  the  age  of  25  were 
infected.  Studies  have  shown  that  young  women  took 
half  as  long  to  show  signs  of  infection  and  the  time  to 
re-infection  was  only  slightly  more  than  seven  months. 
Chlamydia  is  a  major  cause  of  infertility  in  women 
among  whom  is  does  not  display  symptoms. 

Women  under  60  years  of  age  are  at  greater  risk  for  death 
after  heart  attacks  than  men  of  the  same  age. 

A  common,  inexpensive  antiseptic,  Triclosan,  found  in 
mouthwash,  toothpaste,  skin  creams  and  deodorants  kills 
the  parasites  responsible  for  malaria. 

New  study  suggests  women  who  regularly  use  perma- 
nent hair  dyes  have  an  increased  risk  for  bladder  cancer. 
Women  who  is  the  dyes  at  least  once  a  month  for  one 
year  or  longer  double  their  risk  for  bladder  cancer. 
Chemicals  in  hair  dyes  known  as  arylamines  causes  can- 
cer in  experimental  animals.  The  body  normally  elimi- 
nates these  chemicals  through  urine  with  the  bladder. 

Bicarbonate  treatment,  a  common  therapy  for  children 
in  diabetic  crisis,  should  be  abandoned  in  most  cases 
because  it  can  result  in  a  rare  but  fatal  swelling  of  the 
brain.  Cerebral  edema. 

Experimental  therapy  effectively  treats  a  disease  in 
monkeys  that  is  similar  to  multiple  sclerosis.  Multiple 
sclerosis  is  a  paralyzing  disease  in  which  the  white  blood 
cells  mistakenly  attack  myelin  sheaths,  the  protective 
coverings  that  surround  the  signal-carrying  fibers  of 
nerve  cells.  The  treatment,  tested  on  nine  male  mar- 
moset monkeys,  appeared  to  cause  no  adverse  side  ef- 
fects. 


Carruth 

from  pg  16 

ing  to  get  ahead  for  some  of  the 
wrong  reasons  and  lack  of  other 
choices  in  this  society.  Whether 
she  was  an  educated  Black  woman 
with  a  college  degree,  or  in 
Cherica's  case  a  stripper  driving 
her  BMW  when  she  was  fatally 
shot;  no  one  deserves  to  die  in  that 
manner.  Brothers  and  sisters,  who 
think  they  are  larger  than  life,  need 
to  take  a  step  back  and  take  life  at 
a  slower  pace. 

Whether  you  are  a  music  star  or 
superstar  athlete,  brothers  must  re- 
alize they  are  still  human  and  can 
make  mistakes  too.  The  system 
and  the  courts  caught  up  with  Rae 
Carruth  sentencing  him  to  a  man- 
datory 18  years  in  prison,  joining 
another  NFL  league,  known  as 
Niggas  for  Life.  The  cycle  might 
continue  with  young  Chancellor 
Adams,  whose  mother  is  gone  and 
father  is  behind  bars.  Chancellor 
won't  see  his  own  father  as  a  free 
man  until  he  is  18  years  of  age. 
So,  as  time  passes  by  athletes  and 
people  involved  with  them  need  to 
realize  what  choices  they  are  mak- 
ing, and  are  able  to  handle  these 
responsibilities  when  they  need  to 
be  handled. 


The  Student  Activities  Office 

Our  Mission:   The  Siudeni  Aciivides  Office  advances  the  mission  of  Northeastern  University,  the 
Division  of  Student  Affairs  and  the  Curry  Student  Center.    This  is  accomplished  by  providing 
opportunities  that  extend  learning  garnered  in  the  classroom  and  by  providing  meaningful 

opportunities  for  all  students  lo  become  involved  in  campus  and  community  life. 

•  IVe  encourage  the  forming  of  student  organizations  that  reflect  the  diversity  in  people  and 
interests  of  the  Northeastern  community. 

9   fVe  advise  and  assist  student  organizations  in  providing  cultural,  social,  recreational, 
intellectual,  spiritual  and  physical  programs  for  students,  faculty  and  staff. 

•  JVe  provide  educational  programs  which  focus  on  leadership  concepts  and  theories. 

•  iVe  strive  to  provide  students  with  information  relative  to  community  service  opportunities 
and  encourage  volunteerism  by  individuals  and  organizations  outside  of  the  classroom. 


Our  Leadership 
Programs 


Types  of 
Advising 

o 

Student  Organization  Advising 

e 

Event  Advising 

e 

Contract  and  Liability 
Advising 
O 

Organization-tailored 
Leadership  Sessions 


Our 
Publications 


Student  Organization  Handbook 

Quarterly  Acrivities  Calendar 
O 

Activities  Insider  Newsletter 


The  President's  Leadership 
Institute 

e 

Wet  Feet  Retreat 

e 

New  Officer  Training 
O 

Brown  Bag  Leadership  Series 

e 

Distinguished  Leader 
Program 
O 

Greek  Life  101 


Special 
Programs 


Student  Activities  Banquet 

e 

Student  Activities  Fair 

e 

Night  at  the  Student  Center 
Fall  Volunteer  Fair 


SPORTS  IS 


Lawrence  from  pg  16 


L.L.:  Not  a  lot  was  expected  from 
us  in  the  beginning  of  the  season 
because  Tisha  Tinsly  was  gone, 
and  a  new  head  coach,  and  five 
freshman.  The  team  is  starting  to 
show  that  we  are  a  better  team  than 
people  thought  we  were.  There 
have  been  some  bumps  along  the 
way  but  we  need  to  be  more  con- 
sistent nearing  the  end  of  the  sea- 
son. 

Onyx:  Were 
there  any  ob- 
stacles that  you 
had  to  over- 
come this  sea- 
son? 

L.L.:  Just  that 
the  team  being 
very  young,  and 
the  lack  of  se- 
niors. 

Onyx:  Being 
the  captain  on 
the  team  and  the 
leader  that  has 
to  be  a  chal- 
lenge, how  have 
you  handled 
that? 

L.L.:  The  chal- 
lenge has  been  great,  my  coach  has 
been  helping  me  out  a  lot,  and  Jes 
has  helped  me  out  a  lot. 
Onyx:  Your  averaging  a  double 
double  for  the  season,  how  is  that 
affecting  you  physically  night  in 
and  night  out? 

L.L.  I  am  playing  a  lot  more  min- 
utes, but  that  is  no  problem  1  can 
handle  it.  I  love  playing,  1  hate 


CelebrityDeathmatdi 

iVERSON  VS  ROCKER 

By  Angelo  Lynn 
Onxy  Staff 

As  the  2000-2001  NBA 
season  is  underway,  Allen  Iverson 
is  releasing  his  first  rap  album  un- 
der Universal  Records.  Newspa- 
pers and  anit-gangsta  rap  activists 
all  over  the  country  have  criticized 
the  album  "Non-Fiction".  Such 
activists  as  C.  Delores  Tucker  are 
claiming  the  rap  album  promotes 
violence  and  bashes  gays  and 
women.  Some  of  these  anit- 
gangsta  rap,  pro  gay  rights  groups 
are  even  trying  to  compare 
Iverson 's  lyrics  to  baseball  player 
John  Rocker's  exploits  in  an  article 
in  Sports  Illustrated  last  year. 

Iverson's  com- 
ments, "my  music  is  the  way  I  ex- 
press myself  I  lived  in  the  projects 
all  of  my  life  before  the  NBA,  and 
I  witnessed  sex,  violence  and 
drugs  on  a  daily  basis,"  "It  is  en- 
tertainment, an  art  form  that  does 
not  follow  the  typical  rules  of  the 
English  language."  Iverson  is  just 
a  brother  from  the  hood,  and  this 
is  what  he  knows. 

Comparing  Iverson's  lyr- 
ics to  Rocker's  antics; 


Lani  Lawrence:  Averaging  lO.Sppg  and 
lO.Srpg  in  the  2000  -  2001  season. 


sitting  on  the  bench,  it's  a  great 
challenge.  1  have  built  my  way  up 
since  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
Onyx:  Where  do  you  see  the  team 
ending  up  this  season,  how  far  into 
to  American  east  tournament  do 
you  see  you  guys  making  it? 
L.L.:  Last  year  we  went  to  the 
semifinals  and  lost  to  Vermont, 
and  this  year  Delaware  is  one  of 
the  top  teams. 
As  a  team  we 
have  to  make 
sure  we  beat 
teams  like 
Hofstra  and 
Townson  the 
teams  that 
aren't  doing  so 
well,  before 
we  can  think 
about  teams 
like  Vermont 
and  Delaware. 
We  have  to 
take  it  one 
game  at  a  time. 
Onyx:  How 
do  you  fell 
about  playing 
under  Coach 


White? 

L.L.:  It's  been  a  good  experience 
so  far,  she  comes  from  UCLA,  so 
she  knows  what  she  is  doing. 
Coach  White  is  a  great  coach;  no 
one  on  the  team  has  a  problem 
with  her.  The  one  great  thing  is 
Coach  White's  philosophy  which 
is  defensive  minded,  so  the  phi- 
losophy hasn't  changed. 


Onyx:  Have  you  ever  played  for 
a  Black  coach  before,  is  there  any 
difference? 

L.L.:  My  Dad  has  coached  me 
before  in  sixth  grade,  it  hasn't  been 
different  at  all  playing  for  a  Black 
coach.  Last  year's  coach  made  it 
a  point  to  bring  in  Black  players 
to  the  program  and  that  isn't  go- 
ing to  change  with  Coach  White. 
Onyx:  What  are  plans  after  gradu- 
ation, do  you  plan  to  pursue  a  ca- 
reer in  Basketball?  There  have 
been  rumors  of  the  WNBA  draft. 
L.L.:  You  know  that  has  been 
coming  up  a  lot  people  have  been 
asking  me  similar  questions.  Hon- 
estly, 1  don't  know  what  I  am  go- 
ing to  do;  I  have  to  sit  down  and 
talk  to  Coach  White  about  it. 
Onyx;  So  overall  how  do  you  feel 
about  your  collegiate  career  here 
at  Northeastern  University? 
L.L.:  I  think  there  are  something's 
I  have  been  disappointed  in  and 
some  things  I  have  been  glad 
about.  I  struggled  a  little  bit  in  my 
freshman  year  and  that  was  a  little 
fiaistrating.  We  had  an  awesome 
sophomore  year,  when  we  went  to 
the  NCAA  tournament  down  in 
North  Carolina,  which  was  a  great 
year.  The  highlight  of  my  career 
would  be  to  go  back  to  NCAA 
tournament.  Basketball  has  been 
great  here  overall,  and  this  is  a 
great  scliool  where  I  can  complete 
my  education. 

Onyx:  How  do  you  want  to  be 
remembered  at  Northeastern  Uni- 
versity? 

L.L.:   My  hugest  thing  here  at 


"Come  to  me  with  those  fag- 
ing  with  the  maggots  be." 


tendencies  and  you'll  be  sleep- 


"Get  money,  kill  and  f —  bitches,  I'm  hittin'  anything  and  plan- 
ning on  using  my  riches."  (This 
song  ends  with  a  murder  scenario.) 


-s  don't  live 


"Life  goes  on,  n- 
that  long." 


"Man  enough  to  pull  a  gun,  be  man 
enough  to  squeeze  it." 

(This  song  ends  with  the  lyrics 
played  over  the  soimds  of  a  gun) 


"Imagine  having  to  take  the  7  train...  next  to  some  queer  with 
AIDS  right  next  to  some  dude  who  just  got  out  of  jail  for  the 

fourth  time  right  next  to  some  20-year 
old  mom  with  four  kids.  It's  depress- 


"The  biggest  thing  I  don't  like  about 
New  York  is  the  foreigners.  I'm  not  a 
big  fan  of  foreigners.  How  the  hell  did 
ihey  get  into  this 
country?" 

"I  have  no  patience...  So  many  dumb 
asses  don't  know  how  to  drive  in  this  town.  Look!  Look  at  this 
idiot!  I  guarantee  you  she's  a  Japanese  woman.  How  bad  are 
Asian  women  at  driving?" 


Northeastem  on  the  court  has  been 
the  rebounding  I  have  been  doing, 
and  1  am  getting  closer  to  break- 
ing the  1 ,000  point  mark  and  other 
record  like  block  shots.  I  would 
like  to  go  down  in  the  record 
books. 

Onyx:  On  another  note  how  do 
you  feel  about  Northeastem  Uni- 
versity taking  away  the  John  D. 
O'Bryant  African-American  Insti- 
tute? 

L.L.:  I  don't  know  to  much  in- 
formation about  the  issue,  but  if 
the  Institute  were  to  be  taken  away, 
it  would  be  a  complete  loss  to  the 
University.  The  University  needs 
organizations  or  institutes  like  this 
to  be  prosperous  against  other  uni- 
versities; a  lot  of  students  need  this 
place. 

Onyx:  Now  are  you  single? 
L.L.:  Yes.  I  am  single. 
Onyx:  Any  Shout-OUTS? 
L.L.:  Shout  out  to  my  team  and 
my  friends. 


Reggae  Boy 

from  pg  16 

tal  accident  scene. 

President  of  the  Jamaica 
Football  Federation  Captain 
Horace  Burrell  expressed 
shock  at  the  death  of  the  popu- 
lar footballer  last  night. 

Burrell  said  he  was  deeply 
saddened  by  the  tragic  death 
of  the  footballer.  The  JFF  presi- 
dent, general  secretary  Horace 
Reid  and  technical  director 
Clovis  de  Oliveira  who  were 
due  in  Britain  today  cancelled 
their  flight  late  last  night  on 
hearing  of  Malcolmis  death. 

The  JFF  trio  were  hoping  to 
get  assurances  that  the  play- 
ers who  are  contracted  to  Brit- 
ish clubs  would  be  available  for 
all  World  Cup  qualifying 
matches 

By  Noel  Thompson  and  Adrian 
F  rater, 

Staff  Reporters  for  The  Ja- 
maica Gleaner. 


In  my  opinion,  there  is  really  no 
comparison;  John  Rocker's  state- 
ments reflect  the  thinking  of  the 
founding  fathers  of  this  country. 
John  Rocker  represents  the  views 
of  this  capitalist  oppressive  gov- 
ernment who  are  the  real  people 
oppressors  of  women,  gays,  and 
people  of  color,  not  rap  music. 

Allen  Iverson  is  just  giving  the 
story  of  his  struggle,  he  is  from  the 
same  streets  that  must  of  our 
brothers  and  sisters  are  from.  Let 
Iverson  do  his  thing  and  make  his 
money,  get  off  of  his  back. 

Iverson  was  asked  to  clean  up 
his  lyrics  by  David  Stem  (commis- 
sioner of  the  NBA).  Stem  met 
what  Iverson  and  they  agreed  to 
change  some  of  the  lyrics  in  the 
album,  to  avoid  the  criticism  to- 
ward the  NBA.  The  album  is  due 
out  in  early  Spring. 


Carruth  Sentenced  to  18 


Excellence  is  to  do 
a  common  thing  in 
an  uncommon  way. 

-Booker  T.  Washington 
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As  the  NFL  and  its  fans  continue 
to  celebrate  with  the  Baltimore 
Ravens  for  their  win  over  the  New 
York  Giants  in  Super  Bowl 
XXXV,  Rae  Carruth  former  wide- 
receiver  for  the  Carolina  Panthers 
was  convicted  on  murder  charges. 
On  January  19,  2001  in  a  court 
room  in  North  Carolina,  Carruth 
was  found  guilty  on  three  differ- 
ent charges  which  were,  con- 
spiracy to  commit  murder,  shoot- 
ing into  an  occupied  vehicle,  and 
using  an  instrument  with  the  in- 
tent to  destroy  an  unborn  child. 
However  Carruth  was  found  not 
guilty  of  first-degree  murder. 

Many  of  the  brothers  who  are 
reaching  great  super-star  heights 
do  not  seem  to  know  how  to 
handle  their  fame  and  stardom. 


They  are  sometimes  ill  equipped 
to  rise  above  the  streets  and  street 
life  mentality  in  which  they  came 
from,  ultimately  ending  up  in  simi- 
lar situations  such  as  Carruth.  Rae 
Carruth  isn't  the  first  athlete  to  go 
from  the  playing  field  to  playing 
with  the  death  penalty.  A  similar 
situation  occurred  last  year  with 


the  2000-2001  NFL  Defensive 
player  of  the  year,  and  Super  Bowl 
XXXV  MVP,  Ray  Lewis  who  was 
found  innocent  of  murder  charges 
last  year.  Carruth.  27  wasn't  so 
lucky,  he  escaped  the  death  pen- 
alty, but  was  sentenced  to  a  mini- 
mum of  18  years  behind  bars. 
The  question  Does  he  deserve  to 


Reggae  Boy  Killed  in  Crash 


p 


Stephen  Malcom  died  iiislendy  in  car 
crash 

WESTERN  BUREAU: 

Popular  Footballer  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Reggae  Boyz  team  - 
Stephen  "Shorty"  Malcolm  is 
dead. 

Malcolm  was  killed  in  a  car 
crash  along  the  Spring  Hill  main 
road  in  Trelawny  in  late  Janu- 
ary. Another  Reggae  Boy, 
Theodore  Whitmore  of  English 
Division  3  team  Hull  City  and  a 
friend  of  the  two  players, 
Charles  Hewan,  were 
hospitalised. 

The  Duncans  Police  con- 
firmed that  Malcolm,  Whitmore 


and  a  third  person  were  return- 
ing from  the  friendly  interna- 
tional football  match  between 
Jamaica  and  Bulgaria  at  the 
National  Stadium  in  Kingston. 

Police  say  that  Whitmore  was 
driving  his  white  Mark  II  car 
when  on  reaching  a  section  of 
the  Spring  Hill  main  road  near 
Duncans,  the  right  rear  wheel 
blew  out.  Whitmore  lost  control 
of  the  car.  It  climbed  the  left  em- 
bankment and  skidded  about 
three  chains  then  overturned. 
The  top  of  the  vehicle  caved-in 
onto  the  seats. 

While  the  men  were  being  re- 
moved from  the  mangled 
wreckage  by  passing  motorists, 
It  was  discovered  that 
Malcolm's  head  had  been 
bashed  in.  He  died  on  the  spot. 
Hewan  and  Whitmore  were 
said  to  be  in  stable  condition, 
but  were  obviously  terribly 
shaken  up,  police  say. 

Malcolm  came  to  prominence 


in  the  early  1980s  when  he 
captained  the  Rusea's  High 
School  to  success  in  the 
daCosta  Cup  competition.  Af- 
ter leaving  school  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Seba  United 
Craven  'A'  National  Premier 
League  team  -  the  team  he  was 
representing  in  the  current  sea- 
son. 

He  was  first  selected  on  the 
national  team  in  1 991  and  was 
a  member  of  Jamaica's  historic 
Reggae  Boyz  team,  which 
qualified  for  and  contested  the 
1 998  World  Cup  Tournament  In 
France. 

Prior  to  the  1 998  World  Cup, 
Malcolm,  Durrent  Brown,  War- 
ren Barrett  and  Whitmore  were 
on  their  way  to  training  when 
the  Nissan  car  in  which  they 
were  travelling  was  involved  in 
an  accident.  All  four  were 
hospitalised.  Incidentally,  that 
crash  site  is  approximately 
eight  miles  from  last  night's  fa- 


go  join  the  already  1.4  million 
black  men  in  prison?  This  is  a 
tough  issue  for  Black  people,  with 
all  the  circumstances  surrounding 
a  case  like  this.  Superstar  Black 
athlete  has  ex-girlfriend  (pregnant 
at  the  time  with  his  child)  killed  to 
avoid  child  support.  Mistakes 
were  made  on  both  sides  of  the  ball 
in  this  game,  with  Carruth  trying 
to  avoid  his  problems,  and  Cherica 
Adams  pregnant  with  a  man's 
baby  who  doesn't  want  to  be  with 
her. 

Those  who  followed  the  case  can 
still  here  the  cries  of  Cherica 
Adams  fighting  for  her  life,  the 
pregnant  mother  at  the  time  who 
took  four  bullets  to  the  chest,  and 
would  later  die.  Her  cries  repre- 
sented the  many  of  our  sisters  try- 
See  Carruth  page  14 

Queen's 
Court 

The  Onyx  Sports  Squad  brings 
you  Lani  Lawerence,  our  pick  for 
the  first  monthly  player  of  the 
month  award.  Lani  hails  out  of 
Falmouth.  Mass.,  she  is  a  4"^  year 
student,  and  a  senior  player  on  the 
Women's  basketball  team,  while 
majoring  in  Psychology. 
Onyx:  Can  you  give  us  a  brief  his- 
tory of  when  you  got  into  playing 
basketball? 

Lani  Lawernce:  I  didn't  get  into 
basketball  until  I  moved  to 
Falmouth  in  fifth  grade.  Before 
then  1  lived  on  an  air  force  base 
(my  father  is  in  the  military),  and 
there  were  no  basketball  clubs,  i 
moved  to  Falmouth,  and  there  was 
a  recreation  league  there  and  my 
Dad  signed  me  up. 
Onyx:  Who  are  some  of  your  in- 
fluences in  basketball  and  in  life 
in  general? 

L.L.:  My  dad  is  a  big  influence 
in  my  life. 

Onyx:  What  are  your  thoughts  on 
this  season  so  far? 


